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Happy New Year 2023! 

 

Dear Middle School Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the spring term!  Children have settled back well after the 

Christmas break and have made a great start to the new year. 

Last term, the Ancient Greeks went down really well!  Children were very 

excited to hear all about the many aspects of Ancient Greek history and 

culture, but particularly who the Ancient Greeks were and what was their 

legacy.  They were surprised about how much the Ancient Greeks have 

affected our lives today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The topic was also followed through in 

DT, where children made pop-up books 

about the Ancient Greek gods and 

goddesses and in art, where they 

designed and made Ancient Greek 

pots.  Children also got the chance to 

visit the The Ure Museum at the University 

of Reading, where they heard about 

how Ancient Greek artefacts are 

preserved, learned what Ancient Greek 

pots tell us about the past and got a 



 

change to get their hands on some real Ancient Greek pots!   

In other areas of the curriculum, children found out about the properties and 

use of rocks and investigated the best material to make a stone kitchen floor.  

Later in the term, they got hands on and made simple electrical circuits.  They 

were set a challenge of getting a bulb to light up using only a bulb, a battery 

and a piece of tin foil.  This was challenging but they made that bulb light up! 

 

This term, our curriculum driver moves onto geography where children will find 

out about Italy and volcanos.  In the first half of the spring term, children 

investigate ‘What is Italy like today and how does it compare to the UK?’ and 

later in the term they move onto, ‘What are tectonic plates and how do they 

affect the earth and the people who live there?’ Children will get the 

opportunity to make pizzas at school, taking them home to cook and eat, and 

will investigate some of the advantages of living near a volcano! 

 

We would like to thank you for supporting your child with their learning at home.  

Children really do benefit from being supported with their homework and being 

able to read to an adult, at least three times a week.  Children that regularly 

read with their parents really do progress quickly and we have seen some really 

good progress in reading since the introduction of the accelerated reading 

scheme last year.  Children have really become enthusiastic readers and enjoy 

doing the quizzes and collecting the points.  

Middle School will be continuing with the Cross-Country Club this term, as well 

as Choir.  With World Book Day, NSPCC Number Day, Children’s Mental Health 

Week, the Poetry Recital, Spelling-Bee and Red Nose Day, it’s shaping up to be 

a busy term! 

Once again, thank you for your continued support with your child’s readiness 

to learn and with the support you give at home.  Finally, please make sure your 

child has a PE kit with trainers in school at all times. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

The Middle School Team 

 


