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15th  November 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

Thank you to all the families and children that supported with the launch of anti-bullying week at 

Aldryngton by wearing odd socks to school yesterday. Children will continue to take part in activities 

throughout the week that relates to anti-bullying. 

It was great to hear about the success of the children that performed at the Reading Junior Music 

Festival on Friday. Thank you to Mrs Fenning and Miss Saunders for giving up their time and 

supporting the children with rehearsals. 

A reminder that on Friday is Children in Need and children came into school wearing non-uniform or 

spotty clothes. 

On Monday 21st November is World Cup Day. Children may come into school wearing red and white 

colours or football shirts if they wish. 

Pupil Premium/  Service Pupil Premium 

The government provides additional funding to schools that can be used to support children who are 

either entitled to free school meals; looked after or previously looked after children; children of service 

families. There are three tiers of funding provided to schools. The service pupil premium provides 

£320 per pupil per year. The additional funding for a child entitled to free school meals is £1,385 per 

year and the amount provided when a child is either looked after or previously looked after is £2,410 

per year. 

Each school has to set a strategy and report annually on how this money has been spent. Mrs 

Fenning is our designated Pupil Premium Lead who coordinates this. The current report can be found 

on the link below: 

https://aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PPG-strategy-statement-2021.pdf 

There is no system that directly alerts us that a child may be eligible, so we are dependent on families 

informing us via a form. Once we have received this form, we can then apply for funding. It may seem 

as though there is no direct benefit for parents in the first three years of schooling as all children get 

Universal Infant Free School Meals. However, children that are eligible for the Pupil Premium also 

eligible for free school milk daily and the school will receive additional funding that we can use to 

support your child.  

If you think your child may be eligible then please complete the form attached with this weekly update. 

I have attached the main eligibility criteria below for an entitlement to free school meals: 

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

https://aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PPG-strategy-statement-2021.pdf


 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

For families with no recourse to public funds, you may also be eligible under updated guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-

authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf#eligible-

groups 

These groups include, but may not be limited to children of: 

• Zambrano carers 

• families who have no recourse to public funds with a right to remain in the UK on grounds of 

private and family life under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights 

• families receiving support under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 who are also subject to a 

no recourse to public funds restriction 

• a subset of failed asylum seekers supported under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999 

• Chen carers 

• families holding a BN(O) passport 

• spousal visa holders 

• work visa holders 

• student visa holders 

• those with no immigration status 

Parent/ Carer Evening Appointments 

We all hope that you found these sessions useful and informative. We did have a large number of 

missed appointments.  Across all the classes there were 39 missed appointments with either no notice 

or reason provided to the teacher concerned. In one particular class, there were ten missed 

appointments in one evening. Teachers spend time both preparing and participating in these 

meetings. Under the current system, the parent or carer can directly select the appointment time, so 

please could you ensure that if you book an appointment that you attend at this time. We are aware 

that there may be occasions when a genuine emergency occurs or something emerges that means 

you cannot attend the booked time. If that is the case, then please could you let the office know via 

email, so that they can pass the message onto the teacher. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Wellbeing Groups 

Mrs Boba will be commencing her next set of wellbeing groups this week. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf#eligible-groups
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf#eligible-groups
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf#eligible-groups
https://www.gov.uk/british-national-overseas-bno-visa


 

Change of Management Information System 

In the coming weeks, we will be moving over to a new electronic management system. We will be 

moving from SIMS to Arbor and over time we will be looking to consolidate more of the existing 

packages that we use into this new system. Please bear with the office over the coming weeks as they 

complete training and become familiar with the new system and begin the migration of data. From a 

parent perspective, you will not notice any differences until at least Easter. Children will notice that the 

way that the register is taken each day will be different when the new system is introduced on Monday 

28th November. 

Read, Write, Inc Parent Workshop 

A recording has been made and this will be shared with families that have children in Foundation 

Stage and Key Stage 1 in a separate letter today. 

The recording can also be accessed via the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kY7lbv9FVUE 

Children in Need: Friday 18th November 

Children may come into school wearing spotty or non-uniform clothes on Friday to support Children in 

Need. If you are able to donate, then please do so directly via the link below: 

https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/ 

World Cup Day: Monday 21st November 

I am sure many of you are looking forward to the forthcoming World Cup. At Aldryngton, we will learn 

about the World Cup in a special assembly at the start of the day and children will be allowed for this 

day only to come dressed in either red/ white colours and/or football shirts to school. 

PTA Wrap a Present 

This is taking place next week in school. Foundation Stage will take place on Monday, Lower School 

on Tuesday, Middle School on Wednesday and Upper School on Thursday. Further details can be 

found on the PTA letter that was sent out last week. 

Cost of Living/ Community Support 

A reminder that you can directly to the Wokingham Cost of Living Hub via the link below if you need 

financial support: 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/ 

In one of the meetings that I attended today, Wokingham shared that they had supported 2114 

individuals in just over a month. This compares to 783 individuals supported in the seven months 

before this. These are challenging times for all and a reminder that the school can also refer or 

signpost families to external agencies for targeted support. Please speak to myself, Mrs Boba or one 

of the Team Leaders if you feel that your family may require additional support in any particular area. 

Accompanying this weekly update is a flier about Warm Spaces, which is a new initiative that is taking 

place in libraries and some places of worship. 

At a recent PTA meeting, we discussed creating a directory of local companies in the school 

community that we could advertise on a page on the PTA website. It could then be used either by the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kY7lbv9FVUE
https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/


 

school and families if they are looking to obtain quotes/ source work that mutually benefits the local 

community. If you would like to become involved in this project, then please email the school office. 

Change of Date for Ash Class Topic Visit 

It has been necessary to move the Ash Class Topic visit from Monday 12th December to Friday 16th 

December. The changes have been highlighted in the events list below: 

Events List 22-23 

Date (Time) Event 

Week beginning 14th November Anti-bullying Week (wear odd socks on the 14th) 

Tuesday 15th November Read, Write, Inc  Parent Workshop 

Friday 18th November Children in Need 

Monday 21st November World Cup Day (Children wear football shirts/ 

red and white colours to school) 

Week beginning Monday 21st November PTA Wrap a Present 

Wednesday 30th November Christmas Pantomime to Children 

Thursday 1st December R.E. Inspired Middle School 

Saturday 3rd December PTA Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 8th December (9:30am) Prospective Parent Tour 23-24 

Monday 12th December R.E. Inspired Foundation Stage 

Monday 12th December (3:30pm-4pm) Topic Visits to Classes except Ash 

Tuesday 13th December (2pm) Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 

Wednesday 14th December (2pm) Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 

Friday 16th December (2:30pm) Lower School Christmas Assembly 

Friday 16th December (3:30pm) Ash Class Topic Visit 

Tuesday 20th  December Last Day of Term 

Christmas Lunch 

Progress reports to parents 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


