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11th October 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

Thank you for all of your donations this week to both New Beginnings and CIRDIC. A reminder that we 

will be collecting food donations in the gazebo on Thursday morning this week. 

Last week, we held the PTA AGM at the school and I would like to thank all of those that have 

volunteered to either take on a committee role or organise an event. Next Thursday, the PTA will host 

their first disco of the year. I am also particularly looking forward to the first PTA Diwali Fayre, which 

has scheduled to take place on Friday 4th November after school. 

Parent Governor Elections 

Thank you to the parents that stood in this election.  Congratulations to the newly elected parent 

governors- Rachel Fielding and Stella Keramida. 

Accelerated Reader Parent Workshop: 18th October 

There will be a separate communication sent out regarding this workshop that is due to take place 

next week. 

Middle School Diwali Assembly: Friday 21st October 

Middle School will running an assembly for families on site at the start of the school day next week. 

Again a separate communication will be sent out to remind you about this. 

Leadership Presentation/ Question and Answer Session 

Thank you to all that attended this event last week. I shared an update on our results and successes 

from 2021-22 as well as what we are working on this year as part of our school development plan. 

Since the meeting, we have been made aware of further national data release for children in Key 

Stage 1. For ease of reference, I will provide a brief summary of what was mentioned in particular 

areas 

Aldryngton End of Year Assessment Update 2021-22 

Since the start of term, further national averages have been released from the government and I am 

pleased to report that attainment and progress for Aldryngton children are high when compared to 

these. Last week, national averages were released for children who were in Key Stage 1 last year. 

Please see the table below for a comparison: 

Area Aldryngton 2022 National Average 2022 

Y1 Phonics Check 93% 75% 

Y2 Reading Expected 

Standard 

87% 67% 



 

Y2 Writing Expected Standard 82% 58% 

Y2 Mathematics Expected 

Standard 

85% 68% 

 

Progress figures have also been released for children in Y6 last year, which measured the average 

gain of the cohort. A progress score of 0 would mean on average children made the expected 

progress from their individual starting points from the end of Y2 to the end of Y6. Typically, progress 

scores would range from -5 to +5. A negative score would indicate on average that children from their 

individual starting points make less than expected progress in this particular subject in Key Stage 2, 

whilst a positive score would mean that on average, children make better than expected progress from 

their individual starting points during years 2 to 6. For a school to be in the top 25% of the country, 

scores would need to be above +1.6 in reading, +1.7 in writing and +1.8 in mathematics.  Please see 

a summary of our progress scores in reading, writing and mathematics over recent years: 

 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

Reading +2.3 +2.1 No national 

testing 

No national 

testing 

+2.8 

Writing  -1.4 -0.8 +3.1 

Mathematics +0.9 +0.4 +3.6 

 

Whilst final information is yet to be released, it is estimated that progress scores will be within the top 

15% of schools nationally and attainment within the top 10%. 

I know that the disruption caused by the pandemic brought additional pressures for everybody. 

However, I would like to reiterate my thanks to the children, staff and families for their support and 

efforts at home, particularly over the two school closure periods as the results across the school have 

been strong. There are of course areas of which we are targeting to improve further this year. For 

example, enabling more children to achieve greater depth in writing across the school. Nationally, 

writing has been the subject that has been impacted the most by the pandemic at both expected and 

greater depth. 

I will provide a further update on our performance against national Early Years data from 2021-22 

once this becomes available. 

July Parent Survey Results  

At the meeting, I shared the headlines from the parent survey carried out in July. 43 people responded 

in July, which was approximately half of the amount who completed it in July. Percentages that 

answered each question were broadly similar to each question when asked in November. The lowest 

performing question was ‘The school makes me aware of what my child will be learning’ with 72% 

agreeing. Although, this was an improvement on the 63% that agreed in the November survey, we 

recognise that there is more work to be done in this area. We have improved the curriculum area of 

the website and introduced further opportunities to find out about learning through workshops in 

specific areas, meet the teacher and end of topic visits. We have also planned a curriculum open day 

in 2023, where you will be able to visit classrooms and meet curriculum leads for each subject. 

There were lots of individual comments, however there were some main themes. Please find a 

summary table below with the main themes, what we have done already and plan to do in the future: 



 

You Said What We Have Done Future Actions Planned 

More competitive sports and 

increased emphasis 

Registered for School Games 

Award to use a framework to 

measure and improve 

performance 

 

Registering for more 

competitions 

 

Develop links with external 

sports clubs 

 

Improving sports day and 

running two sports days rather 

than four 

 

Improved community 

engagement at events 

 

Events list for the year 

circulated 

 

PTA events list for the year 

drafted 

 

PTA leads to run events 

 

More visits to classrooms and 

opportunities to find out about 

what children are learning 

 

Planned visits throughout the 

year- Meet the teacher and 

termly topic celebration visits 

Added more detail to 

curriculum section on website 

 

Curriculum open day in 

January 

 

Further development of 

knowledge organisers 

 

Desire for further personal 

development/character 

building/ confidence building/ 

creativity within the children 

 

Began the journey on 

achieving the Values Based 

Education accreditation 

 

Registered for Arts Mark and 

began work on this 

accreditation 

 

Further development of 

wellbeing room and wellbeing 

strategy 

 

School grounds require further 

development 

Introduction of external forest 

club 

 

Redevelopment of story-teller 

area started 

Potential working parties to 

look at maintaining/improving 

other areas 

 

More consultation ahead of 

proposed changes 

Leadership question and 

answer sessions 

Coffee mornings for informal 

discussions 



 

  

Communication/ updates 

where appropriate 

 

 

Ad hoc forms as part of weekly 

updates 

 

 

Thank you to all that provided feedback. As explained at the meeting, we believe in continuous 

improvement and we follow a rigorous model of stakeholder feedback in our own evaluations. We are 

an active member of the Schools Learning Alliance visiting other local schools as well as inviting 

others in to see practice at Aldryngton. We also encourage pupil and staff voice. Whilst we continually 

evaluate our performance against the OFSTED Framework, we also look at other measures that 

OFSTED do not measure. We also use national benchmarking through assessments such as STAR 

reading and No More Marking writing. There are of course national assessments of which information 

has been shared with you. 

A reminder that these surveys are anonymous and therefore not the right mechanism to raise issues 

that you would like an individual response to. To raise individual points, please email the office and 

they will be able to signpost your communication to the right person. 

 

School Development Plan Focus 2022-23 

We have set a three-year strategic plan that we regularly monitor and review against the objectives 

set. Please find a brief summary of what we will be working on this year. 

Area Development Areas 

Quality of 

Education 

To further improve chronological understanding in history 

To embed a system of assessment for all foundation subjects 

To further increase challenge within mathematics lessons 

To further improve the proportion of children reaching greater depth in writing. 

To further improve working scientifically skills in science investigations 

Behaviour 

and Attitudes 

Attendance to be a minimum of 97% 

To further improve levels of resilience 

To launch ‘Pride in the Badge’ to ensure that children have high standards 

To increase levels of empathy between children, so they can further actively 

support each other. 

Personal 

Development 

To further improve pupil leadership opportunities 

To further embed our curriculum values within everyday practice 

To further develop and improve our wellbeing strategy 

To further develop expertise in subject leadership 



 

Leadership 

and 

Management 

To further develop staff through national accreditations 

To improve community engagement 

To further build on the work started on team dynamics 

Early Years To further develop opportunities for imaginative play and role play. 

 To introduce floor books to run alongside Evidence Me 

 To follow a consistent baseline assessment with other local schools 

 

Wellbeing Update 

During the cost of living crisis, I am pleased to share the PTA have very kindly agreed to support 
families who may be finding the cost of uniform an additional strain on their finances. If you are 
struggling to pay for school uniform, please email Mrs Boba, our Wellbeing Lead 
at wellbeing@aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk letting her know the name of your child, their class and 
the size / item you require. If the PTA have this item in stock they will pass this to Mrs Boba who will 
then arrange to get it to your child. The PTA will also be offering items on sale as usual, which will be 
a lower price than it would be to buy new. 
 
Cross-Country Update by Mrs Culham 

We are now in cross- country season and Aldryngton has been placed in division 1, along with 10 
other schools. The cross -country events are organised by all schools from the division and take place 
in various locations throughout the season on Thursdays. The events are open to all  Y3-6 children 
who want to participate, it is not compulsory. However, if you sign up, please attend as there is a 
minimum number of children for each event. ParentMail FORMs are sent out for each event with full 
details which need to be completed if your child is wanting to attend, it is the responsibility of parents 
to collect their children from school and take them to the event as well as taking them home at the end 
of the event.  All events also need each school to provide volunteers it is vital that we get enough 
volunteers or we might be asked to leave the division. 
 
Each Wednesday lunchtime, a cross-country club is held at school to give children an opportunity to 
practice. 
 
Attendance 

Whole school attendance for the year is currently 95.12%. This is currently below our target of a 

minimum of 97%. Thank you for ensuring that your child attends school regularly. 

We have recently updated our attendance policy. This can be accessed via the link below: 

https://aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/APS-Policy-S11-Attendance-

September-2022.pdf 

Events List 22-23 

There are two additions this week, which has been highlighted in yellow. 

Date (Time) Event 

Tuesday 11th October Evidence Me Parent Workshop 

Tuesday 11th – Thursday 13th October  Lower School visits to Cole Museum 

mailto:wellbeing@aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk
https://aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/APS-Policy-S11-Attendance-September-2022.pdf
https://aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/APS-Policy-S11-Attendance-September-2022.pdf


 

Thursday 13th October Harvest Festival Collection (please bring in cans 

and dry food for re-distribution) 

Tuesday 18th October (9:30am) Prospective Parent Tour 23-24 

Tuesday 18th October Accelerated Reader Parent Workshop 

Thursday 20th October PTA Disco 

Friday 21st October Diwali Middle School Assembly 

Week beginning 24th October Half Term 

Monday 31st October INSET Day (No pupils in school) 

Thursday 3rd November R.E. Inspired Lower School 

Friday 4th November (After School) PTA Diwali Fayre  

Week beginning 7th November Parent Evenings 

Tuesday 8th November Individual Photographs 

Wednesday 9th November Flu Immunisations 

Friday 11th November Remembrance Day 

Friday 11th November Reading Junior Music Festival 

Week beginning 14th November Anti-bullying Week (wear odd socks on the 14th) 

Tuesday 15th November Read, Write, Inc  Parent Workshop 

Friday 18th November Children in Need 

Monday 21st November World Cup Day (Children wear football shirts/ 

red and white colours to school) 

Thursday 1st December R.E. Inspired Middle School 

Thursday 8th December (9:30am) Prospective Parent Tour 23-24 

Monday 12th December R.E. Inspired Foundation Stage 

Monday 12th December (3:30pm-4pm) Topic Visits to Classes 

Tuesday 13th December (2pm) Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 

Wednesday 14th December (2pm) Foundation Stage Christmas Performance 

Friday 16th December (2:30pm) Lower School Christmas Assembly 

Tuesday 20th  December Last Day of Term 

Progress reports to parents 

 

 



 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


