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Weekly Update: 21st June 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

First of all, thank you to the PTA for organising Try a Tri at the weekend. It was a fantastic event that 

the children enjoyed. It was great to bring the school community together and raise vital funds for the 

school. Last Friday, I had the pleasure of showing some members of the PTA around the school to 

discuss some of the possibilities for future projects. One of the projects that the PTA contributed to in 

recent years was the funding for resources towards the Read, Write, Inc phonics scheme that was 

introduced at the school following our results in 2019 where 73% passed the check. Later on, in this 

update, I will be able to share with you the results of 2022.  

Our first Rainbow Day was a success last Friday and thank you once again to Mrs Culham for 

organising this. Mrs Culham has certainly had a busy couple of weeks as she is now leading the 

school journey to Little Canada in the Isle of Wight. It was great to see so many families waving the 

children off and the children themselves were very excited about the trip on Monday morning. They all 

arrived safely yesterday and have begun their programme of activities. 

Staffing Update 

At the end of this term, we will be saying farewell to two members of staff. Charlotte Morgan, who has 

taught in Lower, Middle and Upper School during her time at Aldryngton will be moving to a school 

much nearer to her home. Our school secretary for over 15 years, Lyn Benham, will be relocating and 

will also leave at the end of term. Both will be hugely missed by all at the school and I would like to 

personally thank them for all of their hard work and wish them all the best for the future. 

Miss Slade 

Miss Slade is due to go on jury service for ten days from Monday 27th June. We have arranged 

agency cover for the class during this period. 

Sun Safety 

Thank you to all of the families that have provided sun hats and sun cream for the children to wear in 

the current weather. As we all saw on Saturday at Try-a Tri, the weather can be very unpredictable at 

times. However, please could you monitor UV levels and ensure that your child arrives in school with 

sun protection, particularly at this time of year. 

Phonics Results 

The thresholds for the pass mark were published on Monday morning and I am pleased to report that 

93% of children in Y1 passed the check this year. This is the joint highest proportion that have passed 

the check at Aldryngton, equalling the 93% score of current Y2 children that passed the delayed check 

in the Autumn term. 

Well done also to the children in Y2 who either were new to England in the last year or did not pass 

the original phonics check in December. A total of 98% of Y2 children have now passed the check. 

There has been no published national average since 2019, so the impact on phonics nationally during 

the pandemic is not yet known. However, the proportion of children passing at Aldryngton compares 



 

favourably when comparted to these 2019 national averages (82% in Y1 and 91% in Y2). Well done to 

all involved in this success and in particular to Mrs Palmer, who has overseen the implementation of 

the Read, Write, Inc approach to teaching phonics. 

Class Organisation 2022-23 

After discussion with Team Leaders, we have made the decision to mix the majority of year groups 

next year, whilst keeping the children currently in Y3 and Y5 together for next academic year. Class 

lists are currently being compiled, considering friendships and maintaining a balance of different 

abilities and needs per class. Once the class lists have been confirmed at the end of the month, we 

will be in the position to share further details about the staffing structure for next year and your child’s 

class teacher from September onwards. I have included a table below that summarises this 

information below: 

Current Year Group 2021-22 Arrangements for September 2022-23 

Reception Children mixed into three Lower School classes, 

with 15 joining each class. Each class will have 

15 Y1 and 15 Y2 children. 

Year 1 Children mixed into the three Lower School 

classes. 

Year 2 Children move to Middle School and will be 

mixed. Each class will have 15 Y3 and 15 Y4 

children. 

Year 3 Children will stay in Middle School and stay with 

the current children their age in their class. They 

will be joined by the new Y3 cohort that are 

currently Y2. 

Year 4 Children move to Upper School and will be 

mixed. Each class will have 15 Y5 and 15 Y6 

children. 

Year 5 Children will stay in Upper School and stay with 

the current children their age in their class. They 

will be joined by the new Y5 cohort that are 

currently Y4. 

Year 6 Children depart Aldryngton and move to their 

new secondary schools. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


