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Weekly Update 14th June 2022 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 

We find ourselves in a busy time of the year with lots of both PTA and school events taking 

place. It is looking like lovely weather for the PTA outdoor disco, which is taking place on 

Thursday after school. Good luck also to those taking part in Try- a-Tri at the weekend. 

Thank you to members of the PTA for organising both of these exciting events. 

Looking at in school events, we have Rainbow Day taking place on Friday. Later in this 

update there is a section that addresses the frequently asked questions we have received 

about this day. You will also receive a letter from Miss Slade later this week about events at 

our forthcoming Sports Week. 

Next week, our Y6 children will be attending the first school residential since 2019. Having 

been on many residentials in previous schools that I have worked at, it is a great experience 

for the children and I know they will enjoy many of the planned experiences. It will be an 

exciting and tiring week for all going, but will also provide many memories for years to come. 

Thank you also to the staff attending next week. An even bigger thank you to Mrs Culham, 

who has organised the trip next year. We have made arrangements in the future for the trip 

to take place in the week before May half term. 

Arrangements for 2022-23 

We are in the process of finalising arrangements for next academic year. We have one 

member of teaching staff leaving this Summer and have appointed Miss Finn from 

Rivermead Primary School. We have also appointed Mrs Marion on a permanent basis, who 

will be providing additional cover, targeted support and adding capacity to provide a fourth 

mathematics group. This will mean that from September, we will be offering four 

mathematics groups out of the three classes in Lower, Middle and Upper School next 

academic year. 

Team Leaders will be finalising class lists by the end of June and children will meet their new 

teacher on Transition Day on the 11th July. I will provide a further update on the 5th July with 

full details about our staffing arrangements for next academic year. 

End of Year Data 

We are still very much in assessment season with phonics tests completed last week and 

multiplication tests in Y4 being completed this week. We are still awaiting the pass mark for 

the phonics test, but if it remains the same as previous years, a very large proportion will 

have passed the check. I will hopefully be in a position to update you further with phonics 

outcomes next week. Teacher assessments in Y2 and Y6 are due towards the end of June 

and the school should find out about the Y6 outcomes in the Key Stage 2 SATS on the 5th 



 

July. We will look to share these outcomes with the Y6 children close to this date, but will 

provide all other end of year assessments as part of the end of year report. 

Mayor of Earley Visiting Aldryngton 

Next Monday, the newly appointed Mayor of Earley is due to visit Aldryngton and meet the 

children in a special assembly. We shall look forward to welcoming him. 

Shoes Clarification for September 2022 

Before half term, I ran a consultation with families on whether to continue with the flexible 

arrangements to wear trainers instead of school shoes on a permanent basis. A lot of good 

points were raised on either side. I shared these responses with the leadership team and we 

discussed these points further. We also consulted pupils via the school council and staff 

before making a final decision this week. 

From September 2022, we will be returning to having shoes as part of the school uniform 

with the option of bringing in trainers to wear for break, lunchtimes, the daily mile and P.E. 

This year, we started using the field more in the colder months to support with more active 

games and this was warranting a change of footwear anyway. Trainers being worn were 

coming in an abundance of different colours and staff were unanimous in wanting the return 

to shoes in order to smarten appearance in school. I appreciated points raised by active 

travel to and from school, so children will be allowed to wear trainers to school and then 

change into their shoes once they arrive. For younger children, we will encourage the use of 

Velcro type shoes until the child is confident in managing laces. 

Thank you to everyone that contributed and as I mentioned earlier lots of good points made 

for either side. As you can appreciate, it will be impossible to please everybody with this 

decision. However, this is the final decision from September onwards. We will maintain the 

current flexible option for the remainder of this academic year. 

Rainbow Day 

This Friday is Rainbow Day in school and children are encouraged to come into school 
wearing colours of their choice. Last week, you would have received a letter from Mrs 
Culham regarding details about the day, but after receiving some correspondence we would 
like to address the following points that have been raised in communication sent to the 
school: 

• We are proud and celebrate our diversity within school. It is one of our values at the school 
and we firmly believe in teaching pupils to understand that it is fine to be different to we 
should recognise, accept and celebrate our diversity. 

• We are aware that as part of our diversity, there will be difference in viewpoints, particularly 
of certain faith groups. However, we also need to prepare our children to understand that 
there is difference and diversity within our community and wider society. This will need to be 
taught in an age-appropriate way. Teachers follow the Jigsaw scheme of work to deliver the 
statutory content of relationship education in an age-appropriate way. It is the statutory 
content that will be taught as part of Rainbow Day. We will not be going beyond what is the 
statutory content on Friday. 

• Rainbow Day will not contain any political messages or teaching, nor will it be all lessons that 
day. The main aim of the day is for pupils to celebrate and accept their differences and 
recognise that is good to be me and that we are all unique. This is what the specific focus will 
be. 



 

• The aim of the dressing up aspect is to give children the right of expression to wear colours/ 
clothes that they like as part of their own identity and to share their uniqueness. 

• The school community was consulted on our approach in the Autumn term 2020 and the 
PowerPoint used at the time can be found on our school website. As part of the presentation, 
there are various links that can be viewed for further information. 

• Miss Morgan, our PSHE Lead, has clarified below what will be taught as part of Rainbow 
Day in Foundation Stage and Lower School on Friday. A story called ‘Part of the Party’ will 
be read to the children. This is about a koala who has two dads but is invited to a party for 
‘mummy and daughter’, the koala and her friends become upset as they either do not have a 
mum, are a single parent family or their mum is working and want to take their sibling. It is a 
story created by Twinkl and aimed specifically at FS and KS1 children to celebrate different 
families. We will also use writing frames to write about ourselves and our uniqueness. We 
will also be looking at and celebrating ‘different families’ which is statutory and follows on 
from our PSHE lessons. This includes, single parent families, families with the same sex 
parents, carers and step-parents. 
 

 

I hope that this provides further clarification to families ahead of Friday. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


