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Weekly Update: 24th May 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

We find ourselves in the last week of what has been a short but busy half term with lots going on. It 

will be great to end this term by bringing the school community together again with our Art Exhibition. 

I have been astounded by the quality of the art work and the pictures displayed around the edge of 

the field are amazing. If you get the opportunity when you come in on Thursday, then take a look at 

the display outside the hall next to the office. As a whole school, we took off and drew our footwear 

earlier this year and you will be able to see the progression from Foundation Stage to Year 6. 

Last week, we had Cultural Diversity Day on Friday and I know the children enjoyed learning about a 

different country on that day. It tied in well with our assembly theme this term of celebrating diversity. 

Yesterday in assembly, I invited children that wished to speak about diversity to the front of the hall 

and I was amazed by their levels of confidence, content of what each said and articulation in front of 

318 children. 

Next half term, we will be hosting two topic visits in addition to the other events shared with you in 

recent weeks. This will be an opportunity where families can visit classrooms at the end of the day to 

see what children have been learning in their current topic. The Lower School topic visit will take 

place on Wednesday 29th and the Middle School topic visit will take place on the 30th June. Further 

details will follow from each team in due course. 

Volunteer Policy 

Accompanying this weekly update today will be a copy of our new volunteer policy and application 

form. This is based on a model policy from Wokingham and contains details about the application 

process and the checks required. Please note that there have been updates to the government 

publication, Keeping Children Safe in Education since volunteers were last regularly in school and 

this policy reflects this. 

As there will likely be a need to process DBS checks on most volunteers, as well as time to provide 

induction and share safeguarding and other key policies and procedures, we will be phasing the 

launch of volunteers. By starting off with one group of volunteers, it will also enable us to trial the 

updated process and make further adjustments if necessary. There will be an application process 

that will be coordinated by Mrs Franks in the office. To begin with we will be seeking reading 

volunteers in Upper School. Please see a message by Mrs Dunn below in regards to the role. 

Upper School Reading Volunteers 

We are delighted to be able to welcome back parent reading helpers. Historically, parents have been 

a huge help in Upper School, leading weekly groups to help support the teaching of reading and 

further promote the love of reading which is such an important part of children’s development. If you 

wish to lead a group then please be prepared to do so on a weekly basis, we would welcome helpers 

from 8.50 to 9.10, any day from Tuesday to Friday. Class teachers use their assessment data to sort 



 
the children into groups of broadly similar reading ages – these are usually groups of around six 

children. We have a large and very exciting collection of sets of reading books and class teachers 

will suggest suitable titles for each group. The groups typically involve children taking it in turns to 

read aloud while the others follow the text and for the parent helper to facilitate discussions, 

encourage predictions, help with new or unfamiliar vocabulary and to clarify any misconceptions. 

Class teachers will be very happy to have a chat to anyone who is interested and hasn’t had this role 

before or who wishes to return to running a group after this long gap. 

Chess Club in Lower School 

The launch of this club was delayed this half term. However, this will now take place on both Monday 

and Thursday next half term starting on Monday 13th June. 

Phonics Check in Y1/ Retakes in Y2 and Y4 Multiplication Check 

We begin the next half term with the final set of national assessments this year. These tests will be 

administrated over a series of days when the children return back to school next half term.  

Early Years Cohort 2022-23 

We finally got our list of children starting at the end of last week and have now sent out our welcome 

pack with an initial welcome meeting on Teams at 4pm on Wednesday 8th June. We will be 

welcoming 18 existing families with siblings and 27 new families to the school in September. 

INSET Days 

A reminder that we have two INSET days on Friday 27th May and Monday 6th June. Therefore, 

children will return back to school on Tuesday 7th June. I hope that everyone enjoys the half term 

break. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


