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Weekly Update 6th April 

Dear Parents and Carers  

Welcome to the final update of the term, I hope that you have a great Easter break and that the children return 

refreshed and ready to learn after the Easter break. A reminder that we have Happy’s Circus visiting on Friday 

22nd April and there is only a small amount of tickets left. If you do not wish to miss out, the please purchase 

your tickets soon. I know also that the PTA are looking for volunteers on the day, so please get in touch with 

the PTA if you are able to help out at all on the day. 

It has reached the part of term where our staffing capacity is very stretched once again and there is a lack of 

external agency cover available. Whilst we remain hopeful that we can get to the end of this term without any 

classes having to work remotely, there is a possibility of this happening if further staff absence occurs over the 

next few days. 

Covid Update 

There have been 13 cases shared with the school since the last update and cases have been reported in all 

areas of the school. The largest amount of cases is currently in Lower School with six spread across the three 

classes 

Covid Procedures 

I am sure you are all aware of the change to testing procedures that came into place from Friday 1st April. The 

additional guidance from the Department for Education has been removed and updated with more general 

emergency planning and response for schools that covers outbreaks of all kinds and is not limited to Covid. 

There is of course the general guidance produced by the government. 

I am currently in the process of consulting with staff about changes to our risk assessment to come into place 

from after the Easter break. We will be looking to keep all of our infection control measures such as hygiene, 

additional cleaning throughout the day, measuring ventilation levels and encouraging children and staff to stay 

a home if unwell. I will also keep you updated if we detect a pattern of absence in any area of the school. 

The priority as always will be face to face education and this will be part of decision making in the future, 

particularly whilst staffing levels are impacted. As a school, we have now reached the point where almost 

every single member of staff has Covid once and some have even had it twice. We need staff in school to keep 

it open and educate the children. Therefore, if in the future, we are detecting a trend in staffing absence, I will 

communicate with you and planned events may be subject to change or moved to virtual options. 

The other key aspects of the risk assessment that I am consulting with staff on are: 

• Staff testing positive for Covid to remain at home for at least 5 days and then they can return if well 

enough to do so. 

• Children testing positive for Covid to remain at home for at least 3 days and then they can return if no 

temperature is present and they are well enough to do so. 

• Child with a temperature to remain at home for three days. They will then be able to return after three 

days, if no temperature is present and they are well enough to do so. 

• If Covid is suspected, we would again advise three days absence and the child returning on day 4 if 

well enough to do so. Please note that the list of symptoms was recently updated. Apart from the usual 



 
three symptoms, they now include: shortness of breath; tired/exhausted; aching body; headache; sore 

throat; blocked/runny nose; loss of appetite; diarrhoea; nausea. I appreciate that a lot of these 

symptoms could also be attributed to other illnesses, so a lot will depend on how the child is actually 

feeling and the number of symptoms they are presenting. Whilst we can no longer advise you to test, 

please be considerate when making decisions about whether to send your child in if they are 

presenting unwell. We all know how quickly the virus can spread around cohorts. If any child is 

presenting unwell in school (with Covid symptoms), we will call home and ask you to collect your child. 

Staffing Update 

Congratulations to Miss Nowell, who will be getting married over the Easter break. When Miss Nowell returns, 

she will be known as Mrs Palmer. 

Sadly, we are saying farewell to two Aldryngton members of staff this week. Mrs Wood, a teaching assistant 

who has worked mainly in Middle and Upper School is retiring after an amazing 26 years of service at the 

school.  

We are also saying farewell to another one of our teaching assistants this week- Miss Tomsett, who will be 

relocating. Miss Tomsett has been with us since November proving maternity cover. 

Both will be missed and we wish them well for the future. 

We have recently welcomed Mrs Jones to our teaching assistant team. We have recently extended working 

hours for some of our teaching assistant team and also moved some to other areas of the school to cover 

vacancies and provide extra resource for children 

We have also employed an agency member of staff (Mr Miguel Moreira) to provide additional resource. 

Ramadan 

If any of the children in years 5 and 6 are fasting, please could you let the office know if you have not done so 

already. This will support us with making appropriate arrangements. Thank you in advance for your support. 

Leadership Presentation 

A reminder that this is taking place today at 4pm. Please use the link below to access 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_YWI2M2Y3N2ItM2RhYi00ZjU1LTg2MGMtODAxYWY1M2NkZWE5%40thread.v2/0?conte

xt=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2273c0c872-c4b1-4227-9cff-

6ba1cbef393c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226e07e707-84c2-4b77-9ccc-

8f92756782ef%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a 

School Dinners 

Please can we remind you to make sure you pre-order your child’s school dinner. This can be done up to 

midnight the day before. We have seen an increasing number of parents not order and as the kitchen cooks to 

order we are unable to provide lunches on the spot. 

Please be aware the School Office will not open until 8.15am this Thursday and Friday, if you need to contact 

us before this time please send an email. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 
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