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7th March 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

You may be aware that in June 2020 the Government announced a new test for Year 4 children called the 

Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). This check has been postponed for the last two years due to the 

pandemic. 

Under the national curriculum primary, school children are expected to know their times tables up to 12 x 12 by 

the end of Year 4.  In primary school, times tables knowledge is vital for quick mental maths calculations and 

problem solving, as well as for many of the concepts children learn in Years 5 and 6 (division, fractions, 

percentages). 

Multiplication Tables Check 

The check will: 

• take place in the summer term in June over a one-week period.  

• be completed online using a computer or tablet  

• be completed one pupil at a time 

• take no longer than 5 minutes  

• feature 25 questions and children will have 6 seconds to answer each question  

• only consist of times table facts e.g. 3 x 4 = 

During the check, there will be an emphasis on the 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables, which will form the majority 

of the questions.  

The results are for the teachers. There is no pass or fail mark and the results are not published publicly. They 

are for us to use so that we can provide the appropriate support where necessary. Your child’s score will be 

given to you in a letter before the end of the summer term.   

It is important to remember that this is a ‘check’ rather than a ‘test’ or ‘exam’ and is not something for the 

children to be worried or anxious about. In school, we are using daily times table practice and weekly 

soundchecks on Times Table Rock Stars to support the children with the learning of their times tables. The 

Times Table Rockstar’s soundcheck has a similar format to the government’s official times table check so the 

children will be familiar with answering questions within a time limit. 

For further information about the MTC please visit the government website which has further information for 

parents. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents  
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Supporting your child with their times tables 

Whilst all multiplication tables are important, we know that some facts are easier to learn and remember than 

others! Below are the multiplication facts that many consider to be the ones that children find the most difficult 

to learn and remember. 

Multiplication Table Multiplication Facts 

x6 6 x 6 = 36 

6 x 7 = 42 

6 x 8 = 48 

6 x 9 = 54 

6 x 12 = 72 

x7 7 x 7 = 49 

7 x 8 = 56 

7 x 9 = 63 

7 x 12 = 84 

x8 8 x 9 = 72 

8 x 12 = 96 

x12 12 x 12 = 144 

 

The best way to learn times table facts is practice that is little and often. Here are a few suggestions as to how 

to support your child with their times tables, especially the tricky ones! 

• asking questions such as ‘what is 7 x 8?’ and then reversing the question such as ’what is 8 x 7?’ 

• reciting times tables by rote (4 times 1 is 4, 4 times 2 is 8, etc)  

• using apps and games such as Times Table Rock Stars 

• singing times tables songs  

 

Yours Sincerely  

Middle School Team 


