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Weekly Update: 8th March 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

Two years ago, this week was our last normal week before restrictions were introduced. What a two years it 

has been! Things that we all took for granted taken away from us and adapting to a rather strange new world. 

Whilst the Covid infection rate, hospitalisations and deaths have dropped significantly, it is still with us as we 

transition back to a world of reduced testing. As a school, we now find ourselves hopefully leaving the initial 

Omicron wave, which hit us later than most other schools nationally. Our staffing position is also starting to 

stabilise this week and hopefully will continue to do so. We now find ourselves in a position that as a 

leadership team, we start to plan the way out towards an experience that is more familiar to what it was like 

pre-pandemic. As part of our updated risk assessment, there is no longer a requirement to wear a face 

covering whilst outside on the school site, but you may choose to do so if you wish. 

We will continue to be cautious, particularly this half term and make use of some of the analysis tools that we 

now have available to us. Who would have thought that we would be monitoring CO2 levels for ventilation two 

years ago? This term we will start to resume face to face assemblies gradually with increasing numbers of 

children, whilst monitoring these CO2 levels. We will also look to do the same with indoor events for parents. 

We will start off with reduced numbers on site and we will plan to host the Foundation Stage Easter 

Performance with families invited (if rates of infection remain low and staffing capacity is stable). 

Thank you to families for all of their efforts with costumes for World Book Day. It was great to see all of the 

costumes. I know that there will be another opportunity to wear non-uniform on Red Nose Day. It seems as 

though there is a dress up day every week at the moment! Thank you for your support with these days as the 

feedback from the children is that they always enjoy doing something a bit different. 

I have several updates for you this week: 

Covid Update 

We have been informed of one case in Foundation Stage since my last update to you. 

Leadership Team Question and Answer Session 

This has been rescheduled for Wednesday 6th April at 4pm and will take place over Teams with a recording 

available for anyone unable to make it. In the interim period, there will be opportunities to meet and chat at the 

PTA coffee mornings. Tomorrow I will be outside briefly until 9am, but will be available to speak for longer in 

the subsequent coffee mornings. 

Grounds Development 

The School Council earlier this academic year were involved in a tree planting project where they asked 

children where they would like some additional trees planted. This has now been confirmed and we will be 

lining the edge of the field with additional trees including a community orchid. Some of the children will be 

involved in planting these trees on the 25th March. 



 
The stage area will be replaced in early May by the same company that built the additional area outside Mrs 

Coleman’s classroom. We are also at the stage of getting some quotes to further develop additional play 

facilities for the children on the edge of the playground. We will be getting feedback from the children before 

finalising the designs. 

Refurbishment 

We have also prioritised some spend on updating classroom areas particularly in the younger age groups. 

New tables and chairs arrived for children in Foundation Stage, Lower School and Middle School over half 

term. We are also planning to fit new carpets in several classrooms over the Easter period. We are getting 

some quotes for additional areas such as the Library and hall as we look to freshen up some areas that are 

looking a bit tired around the school. At the moment, we have prioritised an increased spend on reading for 

pleasure books to compliment the reading scheme books we have in the school (Read,Write, Inc and 

Accelerated Reader).  

Communications via Parent Mail 

It has come to our attention that some families have not received emails directly due to a setting on the Parent 

Mail app where you can choose to switch off email notifications. If you are not receiving emails or know of 

someone who isn’t, then you should check your email preferences as part of your Parent Mail app settings. 

Equally for families that have requested a digest of weekly communications rather than being sent throughout 

the week, you can turn off email alerts and then just check the app at your convenience.  

Wellbeing Update from Mrs Boba 

Children in Key Stage 2 have recently completed an online wellbeing screening check. This week I will be 

looking at the information from these screening checks to monitor progress made since the last check in 

September. I will also be using this time to review groups and see if any children will need support. Therefore, 

the usual groups will not be taking place this week. 

I am still out on Monday mornings to talk to you, but please note I am trialling different places to stand as I will 

no longer be standing outside by the gate. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


