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Weekly Update: 22nd  March 2022 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

Thank you to all of you that supported with fundraising for Comic Relief on Friday. We raised £260  

We are at the starting to get to the point in term where illnesses are beginning to circulate more. We 

have noticed a drop in attendance in several classes last week. Our staffing levels are also starting 

to be impacted again, but fortunately at this stage no where like the extent that it was towards the 

end of the February half term. 

As a result of this, we will continue to be cautious and will continue with virtual assemblies for now. 

We have also decided to not procced with the poetry recital in the usual way on the last day of term 

with a packed hall. Instead, we will look to do this within teams and the winners picked within the 

phase heats. We will then be able to share details, pictures and videos in the Aldryngton Chronicle. 

At this point, we are still continuing to proceed with parents attending the Foundation Stage Easter 

performance. 

Chicken Pox 

We currently have a confirmed outbreak of Chicken Pox within the school with cases rising rapidly 

from mid last week. As of Monday 21st March, we had 22 cases of Chicken Pox within the school. 

The very large majority of cases have been in the two Foundation Stage classes. We have informed 

Public Health England of the outbreak and followed their recommendations.  

In order to support the management of the outbreak, please could families remain vigilant for 

symptoms and ensure that if your child does contract Chicken Pox that they do not return until all the 

spots have scabbed over. Further details about Chicken Pox can be found by clicking on the link 

below: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

Covid Update 

Since the last update, we have been notified of eleven new cases. Six cases have been reported in 

Upper School. There have also been two cases reported in Middle School and three in Lower 

School. The very large majority of cases have been reported over the weekend. 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/


 
Ukraine 

A reminder that children can come into school wearing blue and yellow clothing on Friday in return 

for a minimum donation of £1 to The Ukraine Humanitarian appeal. Please use the link below to 

make a donation: 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/current-emergencies/ukraine-crisis-

appeal/?crm_event_code=22IGSGNA03&pscid=ps_ggl_Google+-+Emergencies+-

+Ukraine+Humanitarian+Appeal_help+-+Ukraine&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0ZyUn-

bF9gIVhrHtCh1DAgTtEAAYASAAEgI65vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds 

Thank you in advance for supporting families impacted by the current situation in Ukraine. 

I am also attaching some advice from RISC in Reading and web links that I shared with staff that 

may help with any questions that arise also at home in regards to the current situation in Ukraine. 

RISC – some key advice:  

• Ask children what they are worried about (if anything) - their worries may not be the same as 

grown-ups.  

• It's important to remind children that being sad, worried or angry about the war (and other injustices 

of the world) is perfectly normal. Adults get sad and confused too, so there is nothing wrong with 

feeling like this. Talking about our worries can help, as can taking some form of action.  

• You may feel that if the children don’t bring the issue of war up then you don’t need to discuss it. 

However, please be aware that they are being bombarded with news about the war from a range of 

sources, including social media.  

• One of the main worries of younger children is the proximity of the war. Children under age 8 

usually lack the understanding of distance & may think Ukraine is really close to them. Looking at 

maps and comparing how long it would take to get there by car etc compared to the journey to 

school can help with this. 

 • Don't forget to remind children that terrible things are on the news because they are rare and do 

not happen very often.  

Web Links 

Supporting your child if they see upsetting content online about what is happening in Ukraine 

(Childnet)  

https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/ 

 We should not hide from children what is happening in Ukraine (Schools Week/Children's 

Commissioner) 

 https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/  

How to talk to children about what’s happening in Ukraine and World War Three anxiety (Metro)  

https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/ 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/current-emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal/?crm_event_code=22IGSGNA03&pscid=ps_ggl_Google+-+Emergencies+-+Ukraine+Humanitarian+Appeal_help+-+Ukraine&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0ZyUn-bF9gIVhrHtCh1DAgTtEAAYASAAEgI65vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/current-emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal/?crm_event_code=22IGSGNA03&pscid=ps_ggl_Google+-+Emergencies+-+Ukraine+Humanitarian+Appeal_help+-+Ukraine&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0ZyUn-bF9gIVhrHtCh1DAgTtEAAYASAAEgI65vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/current-emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal/?crm_event_code=22IGSGNA03&pscid=ps_ggl_Google+-+Emergencies+-+Ukraine+Humanitarian+Appeal_help+-+Ukraine&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0ZyUn-bF9gIVhrHtCh1DAgTtEAAYASAAEgI65vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/current-emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal/?crm_event_code=22IGSGNA03&pscid=ps_ggl_Google+-+Emergencies+-+Ukraine+Humanitarian+Appeal_help+-+Ukraine&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0ZyUn-bF9gIVhrHtCh1DAgTtEAAYASAAEgI65vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/


 
P.E. Kits/ Trainers 

Please could you ensure that your child has the appropriate P.E. kit in school please and ensure that 

logos are avoided where possible on the white T-shirt. 

We will also be introducing separate gender changing arrangements for Middle School as well as 

Upper School from this week onwards. 

I have been encouraging classes to make more use of the daily mile. To support with this, please 

could you ensure that your child has a pair of trainers in school each day. 

Oak Class 

Please note that pupil reports for Oak Class will come out after the Easter break and not at the same 

time as the other classes. 

 

iCATS 

You may recall that several weeks ago, I included an update about the school being involved in a 

pioneering project by Oxford University to support child anxiety. Unfortunately, as a school we were 

allocated in the usual school practice group. This means that as a school we will not have to access 

to these innovative resources until the completion of the research. Therefore, we will continue to 

develop our own in house processes in supporting the wellbeing of children.   

Play Equipment 

Please could you ensure that your child does not play on any of the playground equipment during 

collection at the end of the day. 

PTA Coffee Morning 

A reminder that the next PTA coffee morning is due to take place on Wednesday 23rd March from 

8:40am. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


