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Weekly Update: 8th February 2022 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

We are continuing to feel the stretch in our staffing capacity this week with a further staff case today. 

This has meant that we had to move Maple Class to remote learning this morning. We also had an 

agency staff member that was due to attend this week cancel due to contracting Covid. Fortunately, 

we have managed to secure an agency staff member for the next three days, which will enable 

Maple Class to return back to face to face teaching from tomorrow. However, as communicated 

yesterday, we find ourselves in a position where if a member staff tests positive in the morning, we 

will need to communicate a move to remote learning for at least one class. We will look to rotate 

classes in areas of the school where this is necessary to do so. If we need to move to remote 

learning in the next few days, then it is likely to be Juniper Class next. 

Whilst pupil cases have been relatively low, we have received notification of two cases today- one in 

Upper School and one in Middle School. We have now had over five cases in Maple Class now, so 

accompanying this weekly update, will be a recommendation for all pupils to engage in daily lateral 

flow testing for the next seven days. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

This week classes are participating in activities relating to Children’s Mental Health Week. The 

theme this year is Growing Together. Further details about the week, can be found below: 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 

Clubs 

We are all doing all that we can under current circumstances to try and keep everything as normal as 

possible for the children. However, with our constantly changing staffing situation, some lunchtime 

clubs have been impacted either by having the staff member leading it being absent or having to 

work in a different area. For example, as we have also been hit by Covid related absences with 

lunchtime staff, I have been filling in outside and have not been able to run chess club on several 

occasions recently. In order to make up for some of these missed sessions for Middle School 

children, I will continue with their chess sessions until Easter and then move to Lower School in the 

Summer term. 

In the event of a class having to work remotely due to business continuity purposes, children in that 

particular class will still be able to attend externally run clubs by U-Sports. This is on the provision 

that they also have the staffing capacity to run the particular club also. 

Safer Internet Day 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/


 
Today is Safer Internet Day and over the next few days, children will have the opportunity to learn 

more about this in a virtual assembly. There are also some top tips and activities that you could do at 

home to promote Internet safety. Full details can be accessed via the link below: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-parents-and-carers 

Leadership Team Presentation/ Question and Answer Session: Monday 14th February (4pm-4:45pm) 

Apologies for those who attempted the enter meeting via the link shared yesterday. We identified 

that there was an issue with the circulated link after we found it was only us in the meeting at 4pm! 

We have asked our IT technician, Mr Windisch to look into this and he has been able to get a fix for 

this issue. He will also be attending the rescheduled meeting for next Monday in case of any other 

technical issues. 

The first 15 minutes of the session will be spent on updating you all with what has been going on at 

the school behind the scenes. We will discuss our self-evaluation process as well as our current 

school development plan and its progress so far. We will also talk about other future plans. There will 

then be 30 minutes designated to answer questions that relate to any of these areas or the content 

shared during the meeting. If anyone is unable to attend this rescheduled meeting and has a 

question that relates to the areas mentioned above, then please feel free to email in and we will do 

all that we can to answer as many questions as possible in the 45 minutes allocated. We will make 

sure that we record the session in order to share with you on the Aldryngton YouTube Channel for a 

two-week period. 

Please use the updated link below to access the meeting: 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_M2NkNTBhZGMtNDNjNi00NmEyLTg5ODMtNjM2MDhlNGY1N2Y2%40thread.v

2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2273c0c872-c4b1-4227-9cff-

6ba1cbef393c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226e07e707-84c2-4b77-9ccc-

8f92756782ef%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a 

Lunchtime Update 

During my time spent on the playground at lunchtime, it was noted that there were a lot of ball 

games being played within a small area for both Middle and Upper School. Games were criss-

crossing and there was also an increased risk of children being hit by balls. Therefore, I met with Mrs 

Oliver last week to look at potential solutions to minimise the risk of children being hit by balls and 

also to enhance the enjoyment of children’s lunchtime activities. As a result, we decided to trial 

opening the field (providing that the field is not saturated) for designated football slots twice a week 

for both Middle and Upper School. We would then use the playground for netball, basketball and 

other games. So far this has worked well for the children’s enjoyment and fitness levels with more 

space to move around, however clothing and shoes are much muddier than we originally forecasted. 

I would like to apologise for the extra washing caused by this. In order to help with planning and 

washing organisation, children will be allowed to change into their P.E. kit or wear tracksuit trousers 

and a change of footwear on the day that they have football on the field. Please find the schedule 

below for the field: 
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Day Field 

Monday Upper School 

Tuesday Middle School 

Wednesday Lunchtime Club 

Thursday Upper School 

Friday Middle School 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 


