
Aldryngton Primary School Knowledge Organiser: How have toys changed over time? 
What do we need to exhibit to make a successful toy museum for the Aldryngton community? 

Key Vocabulary Definition Key  Vocabulary Definition 

Within living 

memory 

 

The last 100 years. Museum 
 

A building that cares for and displays a 

collection of objects of interest and 

importance. 

 

Beyond living 
memory 
 

More than 100 years ago. Normally no-

one alive to ask but we can learn about 

this time in different ways. 

 

Invention 

 

Something that has been created or made 
up for the first time. 

Decade  10 years of time. During my grandparents’ 
generation, toys were 
usually made from wood 
and metal.  
 
Some toys have been 
used across generations 
to play with, e.g, teddy 
bears, dolls & scooters. 
They are the same toy 
but just look different.  
 
There are many 
similarities and 
differences between old 
and new toys – this can 
be down to how they 
move and what they are 
made from.  

Century  100 year of time. 

Generation  A group of people, e.g. children, parents, 
grandparents. 



 

 

Key figures  Fiction linked to topic Useful websites 
Margarete Steiff’s teddy company is 
the oldest and most famous teddy 
bear and soft toy maker in the world. 
The company motto is “Only the best 
is good enough for our children”. The 
company is known for its high-quality 
soft toys - in particular teddy bears - 
all over the world. The company is 
also well known for its “Button in 
Ear” trademark. 

Today the company produces a wide range of soft toys from 
baby products to limited edition pieces for collectors. 

 

 
 
 

Dogger by Shirley 
Hughes 
 
Old Bear stories by Jane 
Hissey  
 
The Story of Pinocchio 
by Katie Daynes 
 
Toy Boat by Randel de 
Seve and Loren Long 
 
The Brown Paper Bear 
by Neil Reed  
 
Toys Galore by Peter 
Stein 
 
Toys Around the World 
by Joanna Brundle 
 
The Wooden Camel by 
Wanuri Kahiu and 
Manuela Adreani 

 

www.ilkleytoymuseum.co.uk/ 
 
www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/museum-
childhood 
 
www.heinzhistorycenter.org/learn/virtual-
tours/toys-50s-60s-70s-virtual-tour 
 
www.museumofplay.org/exhibits/online-exhibits/ 
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