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Weekly Update: 9th March 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
It was great to see all of the children return with smiles on their faces yesterday. Yesterday morning, I had the 
opportunity to pop around and welcome the children from the classroom doors and the children had settled 
back into the school routine very quickly. Attendance has been 97% for the last two days, which is a really 
good start. When I went out at lunchtime, the children played well together and were enjoying each other’s 
company. 
 
I would like to thank families in particular for reading all of our guidance and attending our meetings/ 
assemblies last week. It has been a smooth start thanks to this. The only small reminder that I have is for a 
very small minority of families to ensure that one parent or carer is dropping off/ collecting their child. 
 
As I mentioned last week, we are not going to get everything right straight away and I am a firm believer in 
continuous improvement. I am including a link below for families to provide any feedback that they would like 
the leadership team to consider in relation to the school return in our next meeting on Monday 15th March. I will 
then provide a summary response in my letter to you next week. 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=csjAc7HEJ0Kc_2uhy-
85PNbPFFlStc9Aga17lUG0ofBUMEROOE5UVVk4SkdKQk84MDJEUDk1ODIwVC4u 
 
I will continue to keep families updated on a weekly basis through my weekly letter to you.  
 
Staffing Update 
 
A special welcome to Mrs Ejaz, who has started this week as a SEN Teaching Assistant in Foundation Stage. 
 
Mr Franklin, a lunchtime assistant for many years at the school has recently confirmed his retirement. I would 
like to thank him for his many years of commitment to the pupils at Aldryngton. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, we were successful in recruiting a new SEN Leader, who will start at Aldryngton in 
September. Mrs Seemungal has kindly agreed to continue working as SEN Leader remotely until the new SEN 
Leader can commence her post. 
 
We have also been interviewing for a part-time Wellbeing Lead, which I will be able to share news with you in 
due course. 
 
 Young Minds Website 
 
I would like to point out to families the excellent materials that are available on this website to support children 
with mental health/ wellbeing concerns. There is also a designated helpline for parents. Please see the link 
below for further information: 
 
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/ 
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Covid Marshals 
 
At the headteacher meeting that I attended today, I was informed about Covid Marshals monitoring schools 
across the Wokingham borough for social distancing before and after school. There is one designated to the 
Earley area and yesterday they were at Hillside School. Therefore, if you see someone in a high visibility jacket 
with ‘Covid Marshal’ on their back, then they are here for a legitimate reason. 
  
Lateral Flow Testing 

Following last week’s announcement that families can access lateral flow testing, I am attaching some 

frequently asked questions from the Department of Health and Social Care that relate to this. In summary, 

there are three ways in which you can access lateral flow testing:  

1) Assisted testing sites-these are located around the borough with sites near  Microsoft and Shute End 

in Wokingham. 

2) Collection points for kits at the larger PCSR testing sites such as the Madejski Stadium and Bracknell 

Leisure Centre. 

3) Online order. 

Full details can be found via the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff 

Covid Winter Grant Application Deadline 31st March 
  
The Covid Winter Grant scheme is still open for applications from families and individuals who are struggling 
this winter because of the Covid pandemic to access food, fuel and other essentials.  The Department for Work 
and Pensions has extended the scheme to 16th April and has provided Wokingham Borough Council with an 
additional £72K funding to support families and individuals.  The fund had already been topped up by the 
council to ensure that needs of families and individuals are met. 
  
Families and individuals or their representatives can enquire about the scheme and make an application by 
contacting the Citizens Advice One Front Door: https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/coronavirus/ 
  
Key dates are as follows: 
  
29th March 2021: Deadline for enquiries about the scheme to the One Front Door. 
31st March 2021: Deadline for completed applications to be submitted for assessment to the One Front Door. 
16th April 2021: Final date for provision of vouchers or payments through the scheme (vouchers may be 
redeemed up to 4 weeks after this) 
   
Following closure of the grant, families and individuals who are struggling will still be able to contact the One 
Front Door to seek advice and support. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 
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