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COVID Update: 9th February 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

I hope that both you and your families are keeping well and are looking forward to a well-earned 

break from the home learning over half term.  

Unfortunately, this week I have to start off with a reminder for everyone that we are a community and 

that we need to support each other. Sadly, it has been brought to my attention that a number of our 

children have been playing outside in the streets and parks together in groups. I have also been 

made aware of other families engaging in ‘play dates’ with other families. In normal times these 

activities would be encouraged, but these are not normal times and these activities are currently 

breaking the law. The very large majority of our community are making sacrifices and following all of 

the rules to ensure that we keep safe and can exit the current situation as soon as possible. Families 

that are not following the current restrictions risk: 

• Their own health and safety as well as all that they come into contact with. 

• The R-rate increasing in our community. 

• Potentially delaying the re-opening of schools (or causing future bubble closures) and 

subsequent re-opening of the economy.  

We all know how tough the current level of restrictions are and in particular how our children are 

missing seeing and playing with their friends. However, we have duty to protect ourselves and others 

around us, so we have to stay strong and follow the rules. Together, we must resist the temptation to 

let our children play within groups or go on ‘play dates’ with other children at this particular time.  

Thank you for all of you that completed the questionnaire last week. We analysed the responses at 

our leadership meeting last week and the general consensus was that families were happy with the 

current approach being used to support home learning. Families also indicated that they have settled 

into a routine and would not want any more significant changes. This echoed what we also thought 

as a staff team, therefore we will keep with the same offer in most teams after half term with the 

usual timetable. Lower School will be making a minor tweak to the home learning offer after half-term 

which will be communicated to you by Miss Nowell later this week.  

Like any survey, what someone finds beneficial/ likes, another person may not. General likes about 

what was working well with home learning included: 

• Live calls and feedback from teachers 

• Small group inputs for English 

• Daily tasks 

• Mathematics videos and sheets 

• Engaging history lessons 

• Regular schedule on Teams and daily routine 



 

• Setting of work on Teams in advance of the day (Foundation Stage, Lower School and 

Middle School). 

There were some areas that were indicated as not working as well at the moment or indicated as 

improvement areas that you would like us to look at. As previously stated in a school community, 

there will always be a variety of opinions. Please find a table below where more than one family has 

indicated a difficulty/ potential improvement area and response from the leadership team: 

Area Response 

The volume of 

school work and 

trying to fit 

everything in with 

other 

responsibilities 

Do what you can. We completely appreciate and understand that the 

everyone’s situation is unique. If you miss a deadline, then you miss 

a deadline for a task. There is no judgement made by school staff. 

The deadlines for submitting a task are to ensure that feedback can 

be provided.  

 

For families that are feeling overwhelmed or struggling to cope at 

this difficult time, then I urge you to look at the Berkshire NHS 

#Coping resources. There are also Talking Therapies available from 

the NHS if you would like some additional support in helping to 

reduce stress levels. Full details can be found on the Aldryngton 

website 

Online lessons at 

the same time with 

two children. 

Due to having a variety of different live lessons around the week and 

scheduled meetings between teacher teams, there are occasions 

when two lessons with children in separate classes may clash. We 

are working on a solution to ensure that each child will have access 

to an individual device. 

Engagement and 

motivation of the 

child working at 

home. 

This is going to be a difficult time for your child. They will be missing 

all of the elements of school that a remote education cannot bring 

e.g. playing outside at break times and seeing their friends to talk to. 

Children will also find it harder to sustain engagement via a screen-

based education. The nature of having tasks set on screen for an 

entire day may also be overwhelming for your child. Some tips to 

support with this: 

• Replicate a mini break/ lunchtime for your child at home as 
part of the day. This could be an opportunity to play in the 
garden, have a break from the screen to do some colouring 
or other mindfulness activity. 

• Find time to talk to your child and be in the moment with 
them. Play a silly game with them together, run around a 
garden obstacle course or just sit and listen to your child to 
talk about their likes, hopes and worries. They will need 
support in understanding to focus on one thing at a time. 

• Use of praise and reward systems. Children respond far 
better to praise and encouragement. In a class-based 
environment, teachers often make use of the technique 
known as ‘proximal praise’ to encourage children. Proximal 



 
praise is when you point out another child for what they are 
doing well and praise that specific aspect. Children then 
strive to model that behaviour as they also wish to receive 
specific praise. You may also wish to consider an individual 
reward sheet with traffic lights to monitor engagement and 
motivation across the day. You may want to have a specific 
box for each subject. You could agree either a daily or 
weekly target linked to a specific small award for your child. 
To support with praise and encouragement, I will be 
providing a weekly Forms survey for parents and carers to 
indicate if they would like their child’s name read out at the 
start of assembly for working hard at home. 

 

Please remember, if you do ever become concerned about your 

child’s wellbeing then to flag this to your child’s class teacher in the 

first instance who will be able to provide a follow-up scheduled call. 

Printing of 

resources 

A separate communication regarding the kind offer of printing from 

Prospect Estate Agency went out last week. For anyone who missed 

this communication, it is on the Aldryngton website. Another option 

to reduce printing is to look at the sheet online and the child 

completes on paper. You could then either scan or take a 

photograph of the work to upload into Teams. 

Word/ PDF on 

Teams 

Thank you for your feedback on this. Team leaders are now aware 

of the issues with formatting on Word, particularly on mobile devices. 

Teachers will be encouraged to use PDF versions for specific 

worksheets and Word for when a document needs editing.  

Setting of work on 

Teams further in 

advance 

The leadership team has spent a lot of time debating this issue. 

From a parent perspective, it certainly more helpful and beneficial to 

have all the work as far in advance as possible in order to print out 

and prepare etc. From the teacher perspective, they use the work 

set and the response to it, in order to adapt and refine activities for 

the next lesson depending on the level of understanding. Also when 

lots of work has been set on Teams in advance it can impact 

children in different ways. Some may become overwhelmed with the 

amount of work that they would need to do; others may attempt to 

rush through and do the minimum required and try to do a week’s 

worth of work in one day.  

 

A lot of this will also be reliant upon the age and developmental 

stage of the child. For example, our youngest children are going to 

need a lot of support in getting resources ready from the computer 

and will be reliant upon the parent/ carer. Our oldest children will be 

much more self-sufficient in organising resources.  However, they 

will also be more likely to feel overwhelmed or rush work if too much 



 
is set in advance. Therefore, we decided to use a different approach 

for each team in the school. 

 

I appreciate from a working parent perspective (and particularly if 

you feel that your child would not be overwhelmed or rush through 

tasks set) this is not ideal, but we are trying put the needs of the 

child first. 

 

I would like to reiterate my thank all families that took time out of their busy schedules and provided 

feedback.  

For families that would like to nominate their child for praise in assembly this week, then please use 

the Forms link below. The focus in Middle and Upper School this week is helping others. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=csjAc7HEJ0Kc_2uhy-

85PNbPFFlStc9Aga17lUG0ofBUMExYRTYxMk4wODhYUDRKNExYOUlYOVA1NS4u 

I hope that you all have a great half term. 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 
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