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Dear Parent/Carer,  
  
I am writing to introduce myself to the school community. My original plan was to share this letter 
with you at the start of the week, but this had to be put on hold for obvious reasons.  I feel very 
privileged to become Headteacher at Aldryngton Primary School- an outstanding school with an 
amazing school community.   
  
I would like to start my letter off with thanking Mrs Stewart for the tremendous job she did at the 

school over the last 20 years. Over the Autumn term, we completed a 
thorough handover process and I would like to personally thank her 
for all of her time and support in ensuring a smooth transition.  
  
Through my initial visits last term and my first two days, I can see that 
I have inherited a great team of staff at the school.  I would like to 
thank the Senior Leadership Team and governors for welcoming me 
into the school community and their support in getting me up to speed 
with the goings on at the school. Aldryngton is very lucky to have two 
talented and committed Acting 
Deputy Headteachers in Mrs Culham and Mrs Dunn, whose support 
has been invaluable.  
  
 

 
As you are all aware, there is a talented team of teachers at the school, who are committed to 
ensuring that children at the school thrive in their education. They are ably supported by our team 
of teaching assistants. Through my initial visits last term, it was clear to see how well everybody 
worked together to do their best for the children at Aldryngton. This has been particularly reinforced 
at the start of this term, where our team of teaching assistants pulled together in our critical worker 
provision, whilst the teachers quickly adapted their planning to suit home learning. It is worth pointing 
out to the school community that both our teachers and teaching assistants are now performing dual 
roles in the school- running the critical worker provision on a rota basis and leading the home 
learning for their classes. Like many of you they will also be balancing childcare, work and coping 
with the lockdown restrictions.   
  
Behind the scenes, there is a well-organised and high performing backroom team that provide high 
quality support to the functioning of the school. Mrs Franks does an amazing job in supporting 
the school manage a tricky budget. The office team are highly experienced and have developed 
expertise in a range of areas. Mr Bridge looks after the school and the grounds extremely well 
and Mr Windisch, our IT technician has proved invaluable for all of his IT support for the staff at the 
school.  
  



 
I firmly believe in strong home-school relationships and the positive impact that this has on a child’s 
education. I am well aware of the benefits of parents being actively involved in their child’s 
education. One of the things that initially attracted me to the role was the strong and active PTA. The 
PTA adds real value to our school community and provides vital additional funds to the school.   
  
I was really looking forward to meeting everyone this week, but of course safety comes first and this 
will now have to wait for now. Once everything has settled down, I will look into setting up a virtual 
meeting to say hello to the parent community and answer any questions that you may have.  
  
Yours faithfully  

  
Mark Wieder  
Headteacher  
  
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


