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COVID-19 Update: 12th January 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

In order to keep you all up to date with developments, I will be writing to you with regular COVID-19 updates 

during the school closure period.  

This week has seen the launch of our first live video lessons and thank you for your patience whilst we develop 

this further. Staff are continuing to have training on Microsoft Teams and we are looking to refine things further 

over the coming weeks. It would be great if you could talk through with your child about their start to home 

learning and complete the form below to offer us your feedback. There will also be an opportunity to record any 

specific questions that you may want to ask at the ‘Meet the Headteacher’ Teams session next week.  

Microsoft Forms Link: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=csjAc7HEJ0Kc_2uhy-

85PNbPFFlStc9Aga17lUG0ofBUNThRTVNNRFBRODdIQ0dMQ0FQR0ZFVDQ5Qi4u 

Meet the Headteacher: Monday 18th January (4-4:30pm) 

I will be running a session on Microsoft Teams for parents/ carers to meet and ask any specific questions. The 

first session will take place on Monday 18th January at 4pm. This session will run for 30 minutes and places 

can be booked via the relevant Microsoft Bookings link that will be shared with this correspondence. I will begin 

with a brief introduction and then work through any questions that have been submitted via the Forms link 

above. Please note, I will only be able to answer questions that have been submitted by 12pm on Friday 15th 

January. For anyone unable to attend, I will provide a written summary of what was discussed after the event. 

Internet Safety 

During the school closure period, children will be spending an increased amount of time on their devices and it 

will be worth checking the safety settings on the devices that your child uses. 

There is also a lot of good tips on the LGFL Digisafe website for parents and carers. The Thinkuknow  website 

contains resources and activities for children to complete that links to keeping safe online. 

We will also be monitoring chat channels carefully on Microsoft Teams and following up with families when this 

has been abused. Teachers will be reiterating how the chat channels should be used in lessons over the 

coming weeks. 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=csjAc7HEJ0Kc_2uhy-85PNbPFFlStc9Aga17lUG0ofBUNThRTVNNRFBRODdIQ0dMQ0FQR0ZFVDQ5Qi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=csjAc7HEJ0Kc_2uhy-85PNbPFFlStc9Aga17lUG0ofBUNThRTVNNRFBRODdIQ0dMQ0FQR0ZFVDQ5Qi4u
https://coronavirus.lgfl.net/safeguarding
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 
 

Home Learning Support-Reading  

I am sure many of you are familiar with home learning websites and apps from the last school closure period, 

however for any unaware, I would like to draw your attention to the following websites/apps that can be used to 

support the development of reading during the home learning period: 

Teach your Monster to Read- this website/app is useful for children to consolidate and further develop their 

phonics knowledge. Please note that the website version is free. 

Oxford Owl- this contains an e-book library that can be accessed for free at the moment. There are also links 

to some Read, Write, Inc phonics e-books and further guidance for parents to support home learning.   

Amazon Audible- this website is offering free audio stories for children during the school closure period. 

Epic!- this website/app is offering a free 30 day trial to access over 40,000 e-books designed for children under 

12 years old. 

Aldryngton is continuing to look at options to strengthen the existing reading offer further in light of the school 

closure and will communicate more on this in due course. 

Final Word 

I would like to say a massive well done to both the staff and all the families for their start to remote learning 

during the school closure period. Engagement in home learning has been extremely high so far. I can imagine 

how challenging it must be for working parents as they attempt to juggle the demands of their job role and 

supporting their child with remote education. Hopefully, soon the rates of COVID-19 in the area will reduce and 

we can start to think about the return to school. 

I would like to take this opportunity at this point to thank parents in advance for their contributions on the 

Microsoft Forms link above. I will also look forward to meeting families attending the PTA meeting this evening. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Mark Wieder 

Headteacher 

 
 
 
  

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.stories.audible.com/
https://www.getepic.com/promo


 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


