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23rd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents  
 
Staffing update: 
 
Following interviews, I am pleased to inform you that we have appointed Miss Goodchild to the 
EYFS teacher vacancy. She will join the school after the half term holiday and will be making 
several visits to the school beforehand. We wish Miss Goodchild every success and happiness in 
her new role working alongside Miss Slade and the EYFS support staff team.  
 
Most regrettably, I write to inform you of further staffing changes in Lower School as of the end of 
this term. Mrs Smith has made the decision to step down from her part time role, working with Mrs 
Coleman. However, Mrs Coleman has agreed to move to full time, providing continuity for the 
children in her class. Mrs Smith has worked at Aldryngton for many years and will have been a 
valued part of many children’s educational journeys. We wish her well for the future.  
 
Miss Alberti is also leaving at the end of term having made the very difficult decision to return to 
Italy, where she can be closer to family members and pursue a change of career. She will be 
greatly missed, but of course we wish her well for the future and thank her for dedication during 
the time she has taught at the school. A recruitment process has now begun.    
 
CV19 matters  
 
As half term approaches, we continue to operate within the grip of the CV19 pandemic and all the 
necessary changes to the school routines that this requires. Pupils are very used to the new ways 
of working, which is to their credit and the efforts of our staff team.  
 
Systems within school undergo regular review which bring about minor changes, but it is the 
foreseeable future that most restrictions will apply. These include staggered start and finish times, 
the school meal option limited to packed lunches, an ongoing emphasis on cleaning, social 
distancing, optional face coverings, one way systems in school, learning and outdoor bubbles and 
no off-site visits. 
 
On a positive note however, a small number of before school gym and judo clubs will run after the 
half term, the PTA is developing ways for the school community to come together, virtual parent / 
teacher progress meetings will run next term and an extra cleaner has been recruited.  
 
Updates and reminders   
 

 For the half term period, if your child tests positive for CV19, we ask you to notify the 

school using the dedicated email address Covid@aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk which will 

be checked regularly. The school will then put into action its contingency planning.  

 Staggered start - Pupils should arrive at school between 8.40am and 8.55am, EYFS 

pupils have the window of 8.40am -9.00am in which to arrive. Gates will be opened at 

8.40am or shortly before. 

 On arrival, all pupils are asked to make their way directly to their classroom, regardless of 

weather conditions 
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 At the end of the day, parents are reminded to use the path and continue to follow the one 

way system.  Please do not cut across the field. 

 The use of setting continues to be suspended. Maths and English is therefore taught in 

home classes in Years 1-6 

 The 40minute Lower School phonics sessions are now organized with the use of sub-

bubbles, due to the targeted nature of the Read Write Inc phonics programme. The three 

KS1 classes have been split into nine smaller groups tailored to their phonics ability. 

During phonics lessons pupils are seated, socially distanced, within their home class 

bubbles 

 
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a restful, enjoyable and healthy half 
term break. It is likely that family plans have had to be adjusted due to Covid restrictions, but 
hopefully you will still be able to have a quality break.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Elaine Stewart 
Headteacher 
  

  


