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Aldryngton Primary School 
 

Silverdale Road,  Earley,  Reading,  RG6 7HR 
Telephone (0118) 926 5843     
E-mail  admin@aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk 

 
 

Dear Parents  
 
I welcome your interest in our school and hope that you find the contents of this 

brochure useful.  Whilst much information is enclosed I would encourage you to take 

the opportunity to contact us and arrange a visit to see the school first hand. 
 

‘Aldryngton provides all pupils with an outstanding quality of education 

within the context of a happy and caring school community. By means of 

excellent teaching and a highly stimulating curriculum, tailored to the needs 

of individuals, pupils achieve exceptionally well.  

Underpinned by a caring and inclusive ethos, the school uses strong 

teamwork and partnerships in order that pupils experience success in many 

different ways. We continue to be committed to high academic standards 

and promote maturity, independence and hard work. Pupils are encouraged 

to take on challenge and responsibility in developing a desire for learning 

that will remain with them throughout their lives’.       
   

School Mission Statement  
 

Our success lies in creating a positive ethos for learning, having developing an in-

depth knowledge of our pupils and working effectively as a team of highly committed 

professionals at all levels of the school community.  We very much value the 

partnership between home and school and encourage parental interest and 

involvement. 

 

I look forward to welcoming you and your child to Aldryngton. 

 

 
Elaine Stewart 
Headteacher 
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‘Aldryngton provides all pupils with an outstanding quality of education 
within the context of a happy and caring school community’ – Ofsted 2011  
 

School Organisation  

The school provides continuous education for pupils up to eleven years of age.  

Within the school there are three departments as listed below:  pupils are class-

based and have their own class teacher but they may be taught by another teacher 

for subjects taught in ability groups such as maths and English. 

 

Lower School     Foundation   Ages 4 - 5 

      Years 1 & 2  Ages 5 - 7 

Middle School    Years 3 & 4  Ages 7 - 9 

Upper School    Years 5 & 6  Ages 9 -11 

 

Admissions 

Aldryngton Primary School is a community primary school for which Wokingham 

Borough Council sets the admission arrangements. The school normally serves an 

area bounded by parts of Wilderness Road, Beech Lane (east side), Instow Road, 

Lakeside, Silverdale Road, Kenton Road and Wokingham Road (south side).   

Applications for entry into reception must be made to your home local authority, i.e. 

the Council to which you pay your council tax, by the advertised deadline during the 

spring term prior to the September admission point. Applications can be made by 

completing the appropriate local authority application form or applying to that 

authority online. Depending on the local authority parents can name up to four 

schools for which they wish their child to be considered. The application for each 

school will be given equal weighting and considered according to the over-

subscription criteria for the school and the number of places available at the school.  

 

There are 45 places available each year at Aldryngton which is based on the total 

capacity of 315. If there are more applicants than places available, priority for these 

places is given according to the over-subscription criteria below.   

A. Children with a Statement of Educational Need / Education Health Care 

Plan (EHCP) and Looked After Children/Previously Looked After Children 

B. Medical, physical or psychological condition necessitating entry to the 

school – documentary evidence from professionals is required 

C. Siblings living in the designated area  

D. Designated area  

E. Siblings living outside the designated area. 

F. Children living closest to the school but outside the area normally served by 

the school. 
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Children must be in full time education the term following their fifth birthday. The 

place offered will be a full time place in the September following the child’s fourth 

birthday. Parents can defer admission until the following January or April, depending 

on when the child reaches statutory school age. Parents can also discuss with the 

Headteacher a part-time option if they feel it is in their child’s best interests.  
 

Information about the admissions process can be obtained from the Parents’ Guide 

for Primary Admission, produced by Wokingham Borough Council each year.  

Further information is also available from their website 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/admissions/   

    

Resources and Accommodation    

Aldryngton shares a site with Maiden Erlegh School and Maiden Erlegh Pre-School 

within a residential area in Earley. The school has extensive grounds that are used 

for study, sport and play. Our pond, outdoor stage, storyteller’s reading area, 

gardens and Foundation Stage area create opportunities for learning and the 

outdoor play equipment provides our pupils with additional recreational activities. 

We enjoy the benefits of a heated open-air swimming pool which is used throughout 

the summer months and is operated in partnership with the Parent Teacher 

Association (PTA) for family use.  
 

The school has eleven classrooms, a large hall, a music room, computer suite and a 

community room. Our hall is used for assemblies, music, PE, drama and at 

lunchtimes to serve hot lunches, which are cooked on site, or to eat packed lunches 

brought in from home. Additional small group work areas provide staff with the 

facilities to work with individual / small groups of pupils for support / extension 

purposes. 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/admissions/
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The School Day 

Morning session  8.50 am      Start  

 9.00 am     Registration  

Lunchtime  12.00 noon -1.10pm   Lower School  

 12.15pm – 1.10pm    Middle and Upper School  

Afternoon session  1.10pm – 3.15pm  
 

Children are taken from the school playground at 8.50 am to enable them to ready 

themselves for the morning session by 9.00 am when the register is taken. Before 

8.50 am there is no staff supervision of the children on the school premises.  
 

If there is any change to your routine that will prevent you from collecting your child, 

please inform the school as soon as possible. Pupils are asked to wait in the 

school’s entrance area if they are not collected in the pre-arranged manner. 

Break Time  

Pupils are allowed to bring in a healthy snack to eat during morning break time. This 

can be fruit, vegetables, yogurt, cereal bars or other food items avoiding sweets, 

chocolate, crisps and nuts.  
 
 

Lunchtime 

School meals are available from our cafeteria and are paid for in advance by using 

our on-line system or by cash or cheque directly to the school office. Foundation 

Stage pupils and those in Years 1 and 2 are entitled to receive a Universal Free 

School Meal each day.   Current prices and the menu can be seen on the school’s 

notice board or website.  

 

Water is available for those choosing to bring in a packed lunch, but if a drink is sent 

in please ensure it is in a carton, plastic bottle or flip-top flask with a straw. Strictly no 

glass bottles or cans please! 

 

 

Lunchtime  

At lunchtime our Midday Supervisor and her team of staff supervise the children as 

they eat and play afterwards.  However, the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher 

have overall responsibility at this time. 
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Nut allergy sufferers 

The school has an increasing number of pupils diagnosed with a life-threatening 

allergy to nuts and nut products. We therefore ask that no food items containing nuts 

are sent into school.  
 

School Uniform 
 

 Grey/Navy 

trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore 

 Red and white checked summer 

dress 

 Red sweatshirt/cardigan* 

 White/red polo shirt or white 

shirt/blouse 

 Grey/white or black tights/socks 

 Black flat heeled shoes/sandals 
 

*Sweatshirts and cardigans with the 

Aldryngton logo are available from the 

school office.  
 

Labelling 

It is very important that all items of 

clothing, and other belongings, are clearly marked with the owner’s name at all 

times. 
 

 

Jewellery 

For safety reasons, children should not wear jewellery to school.  Children with 

pierced ears may wear discreet studs, although these must be removed for PE and 

swimming. 
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Sports Clothes 

All pupils should have a PE bag to hold their sports kit, which should include a plain 

white t-shirt, navy shorts and footwear: black plimsolls for Foundation Stage, trainers 

for all other years. Trainers are needed for outdoor PE. 

 

For winter activities pupils from Years 1-6 will need a dark coloured tracksuit with a 

long-sleeved top and trousers.  

 

A swimming costume and towel will be required for swimming lessons in the summer 

term for Years 1 to 6, more details will be given at the time. Goggles are optional. 

 

Protective Clothing 

An overall or old shirt (which covers everything!) is required for art and craft 

activities. 

 

Cash and Valuables 

We ask that children only bring money into school when needed.  Jewellery and 

other items of value should not be brought to school, this includes mobile phones.   

 

 ‘We continue to be committed to high academic standards and 

promote maturity, independence and hard work’.  
 

As pupils progress through the school they are provided with a range of 

opportunities to enable them to become increasingly independent and to take on 

responsibilities of an age-appropriate level. This may begin with simple self-help 

strategies through to class monitor roles and ultimately to whole school roles.   

 

School Council 

The pupils at Aldryngton are encouraged to take an active part in decision-making 

processes and in supporting the running of the school.  The School Council meets 

regularly to discuss ways to improve the school, taking into account Class Council 

discussions.  Elections are held annually in all classes to select the Council 

representatives and deputies. 

 

Aldryngton Assistants (AAs) 

Aldryngton Assistants are selected pupil volunteers who are trained to help to 

younger children enjoy their lunchtimes by organising games and supporting the 

Lunchtime staff in caring for them. 
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Peer Mediators  

Year 6 volunteers are trained in the skill of conflict resolution and once a week work 

in pairs to provide a service to their peers during lunchtime. Their work is monitored 

and supported by a member of staff.  

 

Team Captains  

Aldryngton uses a House system to reward 

achievement and effort in a range of ‘house 

events’ throughout the year. Each team has 

elected Year 6 pupils to carry out the roles 

of captain and vice captain. Sports captains 

and vice captains are also elected to 

oversee Aldryngton’s inter-house events.  

 

House Teams  

Beavers  Red 

Kiwis   Blue 

Wallabies  Green 

 

Recent Inter-house events 

Photography  

International quiz 

Poetry recital 

Enterprise projects  

Sculptures made from recycled materials 

and a full range of sport events: cross country, football and athletics 

 

 

 

‘Pupils are encouraged to take on challenge and 

responsibility in developing a desire for learning that will 

remain with them throughout their lives’. 
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Headteacher Teaching Assistants:                   

Mrs Elaine Stewart   Mrs Amanda Bates 

 Mrs Benedicte Bunney 

Deputy Headteacher  Mrs Astrid Calway  

Mrs Caroline Fenning   Ms Katherine Daniels 

   Miss Tamzin Hanby 

Teaching Staff Mrs Michelle Harris 

Miss Viola Alberti Mrs Suzanne Hepburn 

Mrs Jackie Bolton 

Mrs Sarah Coleman 

Mrs Suzanne Jones 

Mrs Julie Culham Mrs Avril Kiff 

Mrs Elaine Debney Miss Robyn Kiff 

Mrs Emma Dunn Mrs Jane Lewis 

Mr Josh Gillard Mrs Lucy Perrin 

Miss Charlotte Morgan Mrs Rubina Samdani 

Miss Vanessa Nowell Mrs Erica Stone 

Mrs Yvonne Wood 

Miss Alex Saunders  

Miss Hannah Slade  

Mrs Jackie Smith  

Mrs Nicola Woolston   

 Lunchtime Team 

 Mrs Amanda Bates 

SEN Leader   Mr David Franklin 

Mrs Rachel Seemungal  Mrs Michelle Harris 

 Mrs Jasmin Janjua 

Office Staff    Miss Robyn Kiff 

Miss Lyn Benham   Miss Amanda Oliver (Supervisor) 

Mrs Helen Done   Mrs Soodi Panampoori 

Mrs Julia Franks Mrs Rubina Samdani 

 Mrs Gwen Tregunno 

Site Controller   Mrs Manicka Vachagam 

Mr George Bridge Mrs Lakshami Vakada 

  

ICT technician Cleaner 

Mr Simon Windisch Miss Amanda Oliver 
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Aldryngton’s Governing Body  

‘The governing body takes its statutory responsibilities seriously and provides 
effective support and challenge.’ – Ofsted December 2011 

The governing body meets regularly and works with the Headteacher and the staff to 
decide the school's aims and policies and to oversee the efficient running of the 
school.  

The governors work in partnership with the school and the Local Authority and have 
particular responsibility for: 

 Setting aims and planning for the future of the school  

 Monitoring procedures with relation to safeguarding and health and safety  

 Agreeing targets to raise standards of achievement  

 Ensuring the curriculum for the school promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, 

mental and physical development of the pupils  

 Managing the school budget by providing the Headteacher with guidance, 

setting priorities and budget monitoring  

 Staffing matters including agreeing the school’s staffing structure,  appointing 

staff and monitoring staff appraisal processes 

 Agreeing a wide range of policies through its committee structure   

 Making sure all pupils have equal opportunities within the school and providing 

for pupils with special educational needs  

 Ensuring there is a high standard of maintenance of the school's premises  

 Dealing with complaints about the school  
 

Mr Ian Head Co-opted Governor   Chair of Governors            

Mrs Ann McKie Co-opted Governor 

Dr Stephen Lea Co-opted Governor  

Mrs Fran Roberts Co-opted Governor 

Mrs Karen Phillipson Co-opted Governor   

Mrs Julia Marshall Co-opted Governor 

Mr Mike Mackenzie Local Authority Governor 

Mr Stuart Duffield Parent Governor 

Mrs Ruth Evans Parent Governor 

Mr Oliver O’Mara Parent Governor 

Mrs Ganna Sivachuk Parent Governor  

Mr Jason Sutton Parent Governor 

  

Mrs Elaine Stewart Headteacher  

Vacancy Staff Governor  

Miss Jenny Sumner  Clerk to the Governors  
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‘By means of excellent teaching and a highly stimulating curriculum, 

tailored to the needs of individuals, pupils achieve exceptionally well’. 
 

General overview  
Aldryngton’s success lies in our structured approach and focus on developing our 

pupils’ key skills and knowledge within a creative and exciting curriculum tailored to 

their needs and interests. Opportunities to use and apply their skills with relevant 

cross-curricular links are central to the school’s curriculum. Aldryngton makes use of 

specialist teachers and coaches to further enhance its teaching provision in areas 

such as music, PE, RE and French. 
 

Example topics covered generally with a history and geography focus: 
 

Foundation:   

The World, Traditional Rhymes and Tales and People Who Help Us 
 

Years 1 and 2:   

Toys Through Time, Big Events and Famous People and Home and Away 
 

Years 3 and 4:  

Food and Packaging, Weather and Water, Coming and Going (Saxons/Vikings) 
 

Years 5 and 6:   

Life in the Twentieth Century, The Americas and Conflict (The Romans) 

 

Foundation  

There are three prime and four specific areas of learning. The prime areas of 

learning are communication and language, physical development and personal, 

social and emotional development.  The specific areas of learning are literacy, 

mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design. 

 

English 

Throughout their time at Aldryngton great emphasis is placed on acquiring the key 

literacy skills of reading, writing and speaking and listening as outlined in the 

National Curriculum. The school uses a range of strategies, approaches and 

resources to develop these areas making use of cross-curricular links whenever 

possible.   

 

Mathematics 

The curriculum covers number, measurement, data handling, shape and space 

work.  We aim to make mathematics enjoyable, challenging and creative and 

tailored to all pupils’ needs.  
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Science 

Pupils are taught in line with 

the content of the National 

Curriculum covering physical, 

chemical and biological 

processes. They are 

encouraged to develop skills 

of planning and carrying out 

increasingly complex fair tests, 

recording and drawing 

conclusions from their work.  

 

 

Computing 

ICT skills are taught 

throughout the school using a wide range of resources, including the Internet and 

programmable devices.  Pupils are given opportunities to develop skills such as 

coding (programming), word processing and data handling across the curriculum in 

order to enhance their understanding in other subject areas. 
 

History 

At Aldryngton our pupils initially study history in the context of their own lives through 

topics such as ‘My family’ and ‘Toys’. They develop key skills such as chronology 

and the use of different forms of historical evidence. We aim for pupils to gain an 

understanding of the reasons for key changes and their impact on society.  
 

Geography 

Pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of people and places and 

environments both locally and throughout the world.  They use a variety of resources 

such as maps, photographs and atlases to develop their skills and questioning.  

Throughout the school geography is supported, where possible, by field trips and 

links with children in other areas.  

 

Design Technology (DT) 

This aspect of the primary curriculum is often taught within the context of a project or 

topic. Pupils learn how to design and make products using a range of materials and 

tools in order to complete a set task. The end product could be a model, a structure, 

a food or textile item.   
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Art and Design 

We aim to offer our pupils opportunities to be creative and to develop practical skills 

using a range of media, both two and three dimensional.  Pupils are encouraged to 

appreciate the work of artists and designers from a range of time periods and 

cultures. The aim is to enhance their learning within art and design but other aspects 

of the curriculum also. 

 

French 

In Key Stage 1 the aim is to provide the children with an enjoyable informal 

introduction to the language.  Key Stage 2 pupils are taught by the school’s French 

subject leader and additional specialist teachers.  Through the use of conversation, 

games and songs, pupils are able to gain the confidence to understand and 

communicate in a foreign language.   

 

Music 

Pupils develop their understanding and enjoyment of music through listening, 

composing and performing.  We have a school choir which offers a range of 

performing opportunities to its members.  Visiting teachers provide the children with 

the opportunity to learn the violin, cello, keyboard and brass instruments.  

 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 

At Aldryngton the PSHE curriculum aims to give our pupils the knowledge, skills and 

understanding they need to become informed active and responsible citizens of the 

future including the topics of feelings, safety and healthy living. The school makes 

use of the Jigsaw scheme of work to deliver PSHE. 
 

Religious Education (RE)  

RE is provided in accordance with the Pan Berkshire Agreed Syllabus for RE. Pupils 

learn about the key features of Christianity and other main religions. There is a key 

focus on helping pupils to develop understanding, tolerance, respect and 

appreciation for the feelings and views of others. Pupils visit places of worship and 

enjoy the input of visitors who are invited into school to share aspects of their beliefs 

and practices.  

 

Philosophy for Children (P4C) 

P4C aims to teach reasoning and discussion skills.  At Aldryngton children take part 

in short ‘Thunking Time’ sessions and longer ‘Community of Enquiry’ sessions. 

These involve children discussing a wide range of interesting philosophical 

questions which increase their confidence, independence and motivation. 
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Physical Education 

Our pupils participate in games, athletics, gymnastics and dance, and in the 

summer, swimming and sports days.  We also aim to develop the pupils’ co-

ordination, strength and stamina. When engaged in competitive sporting activities 

both within school and in opposition to other schools, our pupils are encouraged to 

work with a sense of fairness and sportsmanship, both as part of a team and 

individually.  
 

Homework 

Homework is set to support and extend our pupils’ learning and as such is often 

directly linked to work covered in the class. Parents are encouraged to take an 

active interest in their child’s homework. It is hoped that they will find time to support 

their child with homework activities such as reading and sharing books, learning 

spellings, number bonds and tables and the completion of specific project work.  

The amount of homework pupils receive gradually increases as they progress 

through the school as outlined in the school’s homework policy. If parents have any 

concerns regarding their child’s homework they are asked to contact their child’s 

teacher to discuss the matter. 



 
Curriculum 

13 
 

 

Individual and special needs  

The governing body oversees the school’s approach to meeting the needs of all 

pupils. Everyone at Aldryngton is committed to ensuring that all learners have equal 

opportunities regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, attainment, disability or 

background. We aim to provide access to a broad and balanced curriculum, 

including extra-curricular activities. Teachers set suitable learning challenges for all 

pupils, within a happy and stimulating environment. Children’s achievements and 

successes are celebrated to build confidence and self-esteem.  
 

Before entry to Aldryngton, parents are requested to inform the school if their child 

has special needs. Children will be assessed regularly to ensure they are making 

progress. The Inclusion and Special Educational Needs policy outlines the levels of 

support given to pupils to support them in meeting their agreed targets. The SEN 

Leader keeps a record of targeted support and liaises with class teachers, teaching 

assistants, parents and external agencies to monitor the impact of the provision. 

Aldryngton’s policy for Inclusion and Special Educational Needs can be viewed on 

our website. 
 

 

Assessment and reporting 

Pupils are encouraged to actively engage with ways to improve their learning 

through various means of assessment.    

Pupils are assessed on entry to school and continually thereafter using the 

Foundation Stage Profile during their first year at Aldryngton. 

Continuous assessments, including formal and less formal means, are made by 

teachers throughout the primary school.  The information gathered from the 

assessment process is used to determine a pupil’s level of understanding and inform 

future planning by the teacher. 

In Year 2 and Year 6 the pupils are formally assessed through the Standard 

Assessment Tests (SATs).  The testing for Year 2 pupils takes place during the 

spring and early summer terms.  A week is set aside for the year 6 SATs.  Dates for 

these tests are given to parents at the beginning of the academic year.  
 

 

Curriculum enrichment  

‘Underpinned by a caring and inclusive ethos, the school uses strong 

teamwork and partnerships in order that pupils experience success in 

many different ways.’ 
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Off-site visits 

At Aldryngton many aspects of the curriculum are enhanced by trips out or through 

visitors coming to the school.   
 

The range of curriculum related visits includes:  

Ufton Court Maiden Erlegh Lake 

St Peter’s Church Reading University 

Windsor Castle  Lacock Abbey and village 

Didcot Railway Museum Oxford Castle  

 

Visitors into school who have helped with our curriculum enrichment: 

RE Inspired   Berkshire Fire Service   

PCSO J.Goddard  Maiden Erlegh Library 

Science Dome 
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Extra-Curricular Activities and Clubs  

Aldryngton offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities for its pupils, many 

provided on a voluntary basis by staff and friends of the school and others on a 

subscription basis run by outside agencies such as FAB Academy.  

These clubs run before, during and after school. The range offered varies according 

to the time of year, pupil interest, year group and the availability of the organisers.  

Examples of clubs offered include cross-country, netball, football, gymnastics, 

knitting, quiz club, choir and badminton. A list of current clubs can be found on the 

school website or on the Activities Board in the school hall. Some clubs start in Year 

1 but most are available from Years 3-6. 

Face Events run a Holiday Club, based in school, for all holidays apart from 

Christmas. 

 

Year 6 residential visit  

In year 6 pupils are given the 

opportunity to go on an extended 

residential visit to Little Canada on 

the Isle of Wight.  Here the pupils 

complete a range of outdoor and 

adventurous activities such as 

abseiling, climbing, quad biking 

and water sports. 

 

The School and the Community 

Community cohesion is a priority 

for the school. The children are 

encouraged to take part in 

community events and have 

raised money for various charities 

with a local, national and 

international focus. These include: 

Alexander Devine Children’s 

Hospice, Reading Drop in Centre, 

Cystic Fibrosis and Comic Relief. 

Links with other Earley schools 

are developed through cluster meetings, staff training and opportunities for children 

to work collaboratively. 
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Key Stage 2 SATs results for 2019 

Level Maths Reading Writing 

Spelling, 

punctuation and 

grammar 

 N A N A N A N A 
Expected 
standard 

79% 89% 73% 96% 78% 87% 78% 91% 

Greater 
depth 

27% 56% 27% 56% 20% 37% 36% 53% 

Avg. scaled 
score 

105 108.5 104 110.0 N/A N/A 106 110 

 
N = national figure 
A = Aldryngton figure 
 

At the end of the school year, all pupils are issued with a report containing 

information about their child’s attainment across the curriculum together with effort 

grades. In addition to this, parents of Year 2 and Year 6 pupils will receive statutory 

end of Key Stage assessment data with test results and teacher assessment 

information in the core areas of learning. Year 1 parents will be informed of their 

child’s statutory phonics check score.  

 

Parents are invited to discuss their child’s progress at termly meetings which are 

held over the course of two evenings. If parents or teachers have any concerns in 

the interim periods, a mutual meeting time can be arranged.  

 

Ofsted Inspection  

What did Ofsted say? – December 2011  
 

‘The school provides an outstanding quality of education.’ 
 

‘Relationships across the school are excellent and pupils’ behaviour is exemplary.’ 
 

‘The school is a harmonious community where pupils from all backgrounds get on 
well with one another and are mutually supportive.’ 
 

‘Due to inspiring teaching, underpinned by an exceptionally stimulating curriculum, 
the outcomes for pupils are outstanding.’ 
 

‘Pupils have a strong voice and know their ideas are valued.’ 
 

‘The school’s success owes much to the outstanding leadership at all levels.’ 
 

‘Equality of opportunity is the bedrock of the school’s work.’ 
 

‘Parents and carers hold the school in high regard.’ 
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Pre-Admission Visits 

The School holds Open Mornings during the year.  Please contact the school office 

to book a visit. 

A New Parents’ Evening will be held in school during the summer term prior to the 

start of the new academic year in September. Subsequently children will be invited 

to spend some time in their new classroom to familiarise themselves with their 

surroundings and meet their new teacher and classmates. Foundation Stage staff 

carry out home visits during the summer term for all newcomers to the school and as 

many younger siblings as possible. 

 

Secondary school transfer 

Pupils transfer to secondary education in the September following their eleventh 

birthday.  Most children transfer from Aldryngton to Maiden Erlegh School; however 

this is dependent on the admissions processes relevant to the secondary schools 

concerned.  Children also have the opportunity to be considered for selective 

schools. 

 

Upper School teachers liaise with secondary school staff during the summer term 

prior to transition.  Meetings are held for staff and pupils, and visits are undertaken 

to ensure a smooth transition.  Additional support is provided for identified pupils as 

required. 

 

In-school transition 

The school provides transition support for identified pupils.  This includes additional 

visits to the new area of the school, meetings with key members of staff and liaison 

with parents. 
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Contact with the school  

The school operates an open door policy and encourages parents to share any 

concerns they may have at the earliest opportunity.  

Aldryngton uses paperless means of communicating as much as possible, relying 

primarily on its website. E-mail links are used to send school letters to parents and 

texting system provides alerts about unexpected changes to planned events.  

 

We ask that parents keep the school informed of any change of contact details 

particularly those needed in emergency situations.   

 

Attendance  

At Aldryngton, we recognise the importance of full attendance in order to ensure 

your child makes the best possible progress at school. Consequently, absence is 

authorised for limited reasons, generally when the timing of the leave is outside the 

family’s control. Such occasions include special family events, religious observance, 

approved sporting events and entrance exams. Holidays during term time are not 

authorised. When requesting any leave of absence for your child, please contact the 

school office for the relevant form. Please note documentary evidence will be 

required to support the application.  

 

Attendance figures 2018-2019 

 (As a percentage) 

Latest 

National  
Aldryngton 

Attendance  96.0% 97.6% 

 

Home school agreement   

Parents are encouraged to discuss the home-school agreement with their child 

before entry to the school. This short document outlines the school’s commitment to 

your child and a suggested level of support / approach from parents and pupils in 

order to achieve an effective partnership.   

 

Parent expertise / help 

Aldryngton welcomes offers of regular or occasional help from parents. Throughout 

the school, pupils benefit from a pleasing number of regular helpers who for example 

listen to readers or run extra curricular activities.  Parents are welcome to volunteer 

on an ad-hoc basis for events such as off-site visits and work parties (grounds 

development, decorating etc.)  
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Health and Safety 

From an early age we expect our pupils to exercise personal responsibility for their 

safety and the safety of others. 

 

Road Safety 

We actively encourage parents who live in the local area to walk their children to 

school.  This significantly reduces the traffic congestion which occurs in the vicinity 

of the school.  Vehicular access, for parents, is limited to emergencies only. There is 

storage for cycles and scooters on the school grounds. Pupils are asked to walk with 

their bicycles and scooters whilst on the school site.  

 

Medicine 

It is helpful if parents can be sure to let the school know of any medical condition or 

allergy that needs to be taken into account during the school day.  If you require the 

school to administer prescribed medicine to your child, a form can be obtained from 

the school office. Medication may only be administered if this form is signed by the 

parent or legal guardian of the child and approved by the Headteacher.  The 

medication must be prescribed by a doctor and be clearly labelled with your child’s 

name and details of the contents and dosage.  Children who need inhalers should 

be encouraged to self-administer.  The inhaler should be named and will be kept in a 

safe place. 

 

Illness and Accidents 

If your child is unwell, please contact the school office at the earliest opportunity. 

When they return, the school requires a letter confirming the reason for the period of 

absence. Please ensure your child is fully recovered before returning them to 

school.  A period of 48 hours has to elapse following any episodes of vomiting. If 

your child has an accident at school, minor first aid will be administered. In the event 

of a more serious injury, parents will be contacted.  If hospital attention is required 

you will be notified, if at all possible, before your child is taken to hospital.  If you are 

unavailable, the school will contact the next available person you have authorised to 

care for your child in an emergency. 
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Safeguarding statement 

Aldryngton is committed to ensuring the safeguarding and promotion of pupil welfare 

at all times.  Safeguarding is defined as: 

 Protecting children from maltreatment 

 Preventing impairment of children’s and learners’ health or development 

 Ensuring children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the 

provision of safe and effective care. 

Child protection is a part of safeguarding and promoting welfare.  It refers to the 

activity that is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or are likely 

to suffer, significant harm. 

 

The school has its own internal processes and procedures and also works in 

partnership with the range of external agencies in carrying out its responsibilities 

towards its pupils.  Parents are to be aware that the school will refer child protection 

concerns through to the local authority’s referral and assessment team in line with its 

safeguarding policy which can be viewed on the schools’ website or obtained, as a 

hard copy, from the school office. 

 

E-safety 

Pupils and parents are asked to support the school in its efforts to help pupils 

develop their ability to use technology and access the Internet safely. On entry to 

school, and again when pupils enter Key Stage 2, pupils and parents are asked to 

read, discuss and sign the school’s e-safety agreement which outlines the protocols 

for safe computer and Internet usage.  

 

School rules  

 Be kind, helpful and polite to each other at all times 

 Walk around the school quietly so as not to disturb others 

 Look after everyone’s belongings and help to keep the school tidy 

 Be truthful and ask before you take 
 

Any incidents of bullying are taken seriously and investigated promptly. Pupils are 

encouraged to share their concerns with the staff, who constantly look out for signs 

of bullying. Parents should let us know of any concerns so that we can deal with the 

matter promptly. A copy of our Behaviour Policy is included in a pack for New 

Parents and can be viewed on the school’s website. 
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Pastoral Care and Discipline  

The welfare and happiness of your child are very important to us.  Children are 

encouraged to have respect and care for each other.   
 

We develop pupils’ self-discipline by com-mending them for good manners and good 

behaviour. Aldryngton makes use of ‘Golden Time’ to reward all pupils. The system 

enables pupils to choose an extra special activity each week, with only those pupils 

choosing to break school and class rules having time deducted. 

 

Sharing Parental Concerns with the School 

You should contact the school if you have any concerns about the following: 

 the progress your child is making 

 difficulties in making relationships with other children 

 bullying 

 behaviour 

Equally, if a member of staff has any concerns, you will be invited to discuss ways in 

which help can be given to your child. 
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For day-to-day concerns you should first contact the class teacher.  The teacher will 

alert the Team Leader/Deputy Head/Headteacher and/or lunchtime supervisor and 

may ask you to return for further consultation before agreeing a plan of action with 

you to help overcome the difficulty. 

 

If, despite working through these steps, you are still concerned, please write directly 

to the Chair of the Governors. 

A copy of Aldryngton’s complaints procedures can be found on the school’s website. 

 

Collective Worship 

There is a daily act of collective worship either as a whole school or smaller school 

groupings. It is of a broadly Christian nature but opportunities to learn from other 

religions and cultures are included. Parents, may if they wish, request their child be 

withdrawn from collective worship or religious education. Any such requests should 

be discussed with the Headteacher in advance of a decision being made. 

 

Charging and remissions policy 

During the course of the year your child will benefit from off site visits and special 

events held on the school site.  In order to cover the cost of these activities parents 

will be invited to provide a voluntary contribution.  No pupil will be excluded because 

of their inability to contribute, but the Governors reserve the right to determine 

whether the level of contribution is sufficient to enable the visit to take place. 

However, a minimum charge is payable to cover the board and lodging element of 

the residential visit unless the family is in receipt of Income Support or Income 

Based Job Seekers allowance. Charges are also applicable if a child wishes to 

purchase an item made using parts or materials the school would otherwise recycle 

for future use. 

 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)  

All parents and guardians of children attending the school automatically become 

members of the Parent Teacher Association. The PTA supports the school in many 

ways by fundraising, assisting at school events, organising social events and 

sharing the running of the school pool. Recent gifts to the school have included large 

scale playground equipment and ICT items iPads. It is hoped that all parents feel 

able to support the PTA in its work from which all children benefit. 
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