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14th September 

Dear parents, 

After having completed the first full week of the new academic year, we’d like to say well done to 

all of the children. They have settled very well and have had a positive start to the term. 

As many of you are aware, we are beginning a new scheme in reading and phonics, Read Write 

Inc. We will be following the requirements of the scheme so it will, therefore, be a few weeks before 

we give the children reading books according to their decoding ability. This will apply to Year 1 

children and those in Year 2 who need to continue focused support in their decoding. 

For the rest of the Year 2 children, we will be beginning to give out books that they will be able to 

decode themselves over the next couple of weeks. Even if your child is able to decode the words 

independently please do continue to listen to them read, ask them questions throughout and 

discuss the book. 

For all children, we will be giving out ‘Reading for Pleasure’ books this week. These books will be 

from a variety of reading schemes. Please be aware that these books are not matched to your 

child’s phonic ability and are not levelled. These books are not for your child to try and decode; 

these are for you to share together. You may need to read the words in the book for your child or 

your child may be able to read the words themselves however, please do not try and force them to 

read the words. These books are a chance for your child to develop their comprehension skills 

based on the text and the illustrations. 

We would recommend asking your child some questions to develop their comprehension skills. We 

refer to these as VIPERS questions (vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval, 

sequence). Examples of these will be attached to the inside cover of your child’s reading record. 

The reading for pleasure books will go home with a reading record. We would like you to write a 

short comment about how your child has answered the VIPERS questions. The children will have 

an opportunity to return and choose their next reading for pleasure book each day. 

Please do remember that reading is not simply decoding the words. Creating discussions, 

developing comprehension and, most importantly, enjoying books is what we are striving for. 

In addition to this, you will find a timetable of the week and basic overview of units that will be 

covered this term on the school website under ‘Lower School’ and also in ‘Files / Class Materials’ 

on Microsoft Teams. Homework has started being set on this platform. This will be given on 

Microsoft Teams so please ensure you have access to this and familiarise yourself with how it 

works. If you have any problems please email our Lower School inbox during the working week at 

lowerschool@aldryngton.wokingham.sch.uk Keep an eye out for future correspondence regarding 

reading. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Lower School Team 
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