
Half term activities – a few suggestions to keep you busy! 

Well done to everyone for such hard work on Teams this half term!  

As the holiday week approaches we thought we would share a few ideas with you 

for things you might wish to do in half term – there is something for everyone 

whatever your age or interest -  from art to history, exploring the natural world to exploring historic palaces! Have 

a look at links which interest you – we hope you find something you will enjoy! 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/craft-ideas/how-to/g1389/diy-kids-activities/  - a mix of art/ craft/ 

science for indoors and out 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--activity-list - great ideas for in the 

garden or your local area  

https://arthive.com/publications/4135~20_worlds_art_masterpieces_that_every_child_should_know - an 

interesting collection of famous paintings which might inspire further research into specific artists or children’s 

own works of art. 

Museums, galleries and other attractions  

Tate Britain - London's Tate Britain is famous for its extensive collection of British art, including masterworks by 

Turner, Hogarth, Tracey Emin, Tacita Dean and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Thanks to Google Arts & 

Culture, you can now get up close and personal to iconic works such as John Everett Millais' Ophelia, John 

Singer Sargent's Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose and John William Waterhouse's The Lady of Shalott without getting 

told off – though you still can't touch the art. Their @tate_kids Twitter account also regularly posts art activities 

that families can do together using household materials already at hand. 

Visit Tate Britain. 

London Zoo – From behind London Zoo’s gates we're bringing the Zoo to you! Visit their virtual zoo with 

regularly updated Webcams and live streams, Animal antics demonstrations, Zookeeper videos and Behind-the-

scenes updates.From the comfort of your own dens, burrows and nests you’ll get the best of London Zoo. 

https://www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo/virtual-london-zoo 

Natural History Museum - Though our opportunities to go outside are quite limited at present, London's Natural 

History Museum is hosting a #NatureDrawingClub over on their Twitter @NHM_London, with 

a different theme each week to help participants get creative and observe the world around 

them in new ways. You can also go on a virtual tour of the beautiful Victorian era premises, 

take an interactive look at Hintze Hall's famous gilded canopy, and even be guided through 

the collections by the unmistakable voice of the great Sir David Attenborough. Visit the 

Natural History Museum. 

The National Gallery - London's National Gallery allows you to take a 360 degree tour of its collection, as well as 

a VR tour of its iconic Sainsbury Wing. As one of the most acclaimed collections of European art in the world, 

virtual visitors can view over 300 works by masters like Titian, Holbein and Veronese. Their YouTube channel 

and online resources also offers curator-led tours of important pieces and stories to be found in the gallery, such 

as one on the pictorial significance of arrows in art, as well as the famous female protagonists in art history. 

Visit the National Gallery. 

Longleat Safari Park - Longleat has launched a virtual safari narrated by BBC Animal Park presenter Kate 

Humble. The guided tour went live on the Wiltshire wildlife attraction’s Facebook page at 10am on Saturday but is 

still free to view on the Longleat website and across its digital platforms. Utilising a mix of audio commentary with 

video footage and photos, the virtual tour also includes a newly-recorded introduction by Kate Humble. 

longleat.co.uk 

Stonehenge - Always wanted to go to visit the neolithic stone circle of dreams? Take an interactive tour of 

Stonehenge with the English Heritage 360-degree view from inside the monument, or switch to Skyscape to see 

a live view from within the stones. english-heritage.org.uk 
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The British Library - There are virtual tours into the extensive stacks, where you can discover 

literature from medieval to Victorian times, as well as a number around past exhibitions, 

including Harry Potter: A History of Magic, which has a section for each of the Hogwarts magic 

classes. Harry Potter fans can immerse themselves in books, manuscripts and magical objects 

from the Harry Potter: A History of Magic exhibition, which first opened at the British Library in 

2017. https://www.bl.uk/a-history-of-magic  

Buckingham Palace - Ever wanted to have a little peek inside Buckingham Palace? Well, now's the time thanks 

to this tour! Check out the Grand Staircase, the White Drawing Room, the Throne Room and the Blue Drawing 

Room. https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace  

The Houses of Parliament - Take this virtual tour and explore the Commons Chamber, Lords Chamber and 

many other parts of the building.  https://www.parliament.uk/virtualtour 

The Royal Armouries in Leeds - History buffs, discover a new treasure every day at 

https://collections.royalarmouries.org/#/objects 

Windsor Castle - Windsor Castle is the oldest occupied castle in the world! Although 

the Queen regularly spends her time here at the weekends, it’s open to the public to come and have a look 

around. Now, they’ve gone one step further and offered an online virtual tour of the castle. Set up for a state 

banquet, you can zoom in, out and use the “i” information icons to learn all about the room. It’s a picture perfect 

experience for kids fascinated by history. https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-windsor-castle 

The Roman Baths, Bath - Take a dip into the Roman times with this walkthrough of the Roman baths in Bath. 

Their virtual tour really makes you feel like you’re there, as you walk through the entrance and by-pass the ticket 

office – straight into the centre of the site. The link panel on the right side of your screen will help you navigate 

and teach all curious minds about the people who bathed here and gods who were worshipped. 

https://www.romanbaths.co.uk/walkthrough 

 

Yellowstone National Park – fancy going a little further? Home to a real-life super 

volcano, Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming has some really impressive 

geological features – like a Grand Canyon and mammoth hot springs. While the super 

volcano sits dormant and won’t be erupting anytime soon, there’s no better time than 

now to explore America’s great outdoors – from your laptop. 

Get up close and personal with all the bubbling basins and mud volcanos you fancy, 

with Yellowstone’s virtual tours, available on their website. 

https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm 

 

And finally… 
MARS! That’s right! NASA has given us all access to the 360-camera sitting on the surface of Mars, you can 

explore the surface of the planet right from your living room (or as otherwise known, your socially-distanced 

spaceship). Not only does it tell you the story of how the rover got to the planet, there are also fun fact box about 

the rover itself and how it walks across the surface of Mars. https://accessmars.withgoogle.com/ 

 

Wherever you go and whatever you do this half term – stay safe and have fun!  

See you all soon! 
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