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22nd May 2020 

Dear Parents 

Re-opening – overview  

As you are aware, schools have been challenged to plan for the possible return of pupils in Years 

R, 1 and 6 as early as 1st June, whilst maintaining provision for key worker and vulnerable pupils 

in all year groups.  

Non-statutory guidance from the Department for Education has been provided to schools. This 

requires adherence to social distancing and limiting classes to a maximum of 15 pupils. In line 

with common practice, we will establish bubbles in which pupils will spend the school whole day. 

They will have staff who are familiar to them and be based in their home classes, which of course, 

will look very different due to the 2m distancing rules.  

As you will appreciate, all schools’ circumstances differ which in turn lead to individual challenges 

to overcome. Therefore no school will be in a position to open to more year groups in the same 

way as another school.  

If schools are given the go ahead to open to additional year groups, the provision as shown below 

will apply. Unfortunately we do not know when schools will be advised of the government’s 

decision, but we expect an announcement no earlier than late Thursday 28th May.  

If the announcement is to proceed with admitting more year groups, this schedule will be 

introduced on Wednesday 3rd June NOT Monday 1st June as all staff will need to be onsite to 

complete the final preparations beyond the virtual planning that has taken place.  
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am  
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pm  
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am  
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Fri 
am  
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Miss Slade                      

Miss Raby                      

Miss Nowell                      

Miss Alberti                     
Mrs Smith / Mrs 
Coleman                      
Mrs Woolston / 
Mrs Fenning                     

Mrs Dunn                      

Miss Morgan                      
Keyworker 
pupils                      

 

Shaded areas indicate when school is open 



 
In summary  

Reception pupils - Half days on a two week rota basis  

Year 1 – Full days Monday to Thursday, not in school Friday  

Year 6 - Full days Monday to Thursday, not in school Friday 

Key worker / vulnerable pupils provision available Monday to Friday based in Middle School   

Our plan has been drawn up based on the following key factors: 

EYFS 

 EYFS will see the greatest change to their learning environment - deemed unable to cope 

with desk based learning for a whole day therefore the half day offer is better for their 

educational and emotional well-being.  

 Each Bubble will receive teacher led learning for times a week 

 Half days will allow for a more successful transition back into school 

Year 1 and Year 6 offer  

 The school’s vertical grouping in Year 1 through to 6 does not create additional demand 

for space 

 Size of classrooms means we are able to accommodate 15 pupil desks with 2m distancing 

– just. 

 Believed they can cope with four full days  

No pupils on site Friday each week, other than key worker group 

 To reduce the number of staff within a pupil Bubble, school is not using cover teachers / 

coaches to provide the statutory non-contact time for staff to complete planning, 

preparation and assessment duties (PPA)  / leadership roles. 

 Staff will have this allowance on Friday  

 Staff will still have responsibilities to provide on-line learning to those pupils in Year 2, 3, 4 

and 5.   

 Allows for a thorough clean of all areas in addition to the enhanced daily regime in place 

Looking to the future, should the government wish to pursue their wish for all pupils to return to 

school a month before the end of the summer holidays we will need to re-plan our offer to pupils.  

Clearly, if that were to be the case we would not be in a position to offer the above schedule, if the 

15 pupils per class limit with 2m distancing continues to apply, this would require double the 

physical space and double the staffing currently used to teach classes of 30.  

There is so much uncertainty currently, but hopefully we will have further information soon. I 

appreciate this make planning just as difficult for you as parents. Ultimately we will always plan in 

the basis of ensuring the safety of your children and our staff, making provision that ensures as 

successful a transition back into school as possible.  

Further information relevant to each of the returning year groups will be sent in due course, such 

as start and finish times for your child’s school day.  

Yours sincerely  
 
 
 

Elaine Stewart 
Headteacher 
 


