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Background information about the new government Multiplication Tables Check 
(MTC) which is coming into effect from 2019/2020

Rationale behind the MTC and key dates

Tell you what the check will look like (official guidance not out until 23rd March)

Tell you what we are doing at school to support children towards this

What you can do at home to support your child.

Aim of meeting



Background

In January 2016, the government announced its intention to introduce the MTC 
during key stage 2.

The check is intended to identify pupils who have not yet mastered the 
important mathematical skill, so schools and parents can give them additional 
support

So in the 2019/20 academic year, the MTC is statutory for all year 4 pupils 
registered at state-funded maintained schools, special schools or academies 
(including free schools) in England.

On-screen check to assess whether pupils are able to fluently recall their 
multiplication tables up to 12, through a set of timed questions. 



Rationale
‘The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether 
pupils can recall their times tables fluently, which 
is essential for future success in mathematics. It 
will help schools to identify pupils who have not 
yet mastered their times tables, so that additional 
support can be provided.’



Key dates

• There will be a 3-week check period starting 
from Monday 8th June.

• From the 23rd March, the school will have access to a 
‘try it out’ area.  Further guidance will also be 
published on this date and we will inform parents of 
any significant additional information.

• On the 29th June, school will be able to access 
provisional results. 



Test Overview

• The test will be completed on an iPad

• The children will have 25 random time tables question up to 12x12

• For each question the children have 6 seconds to answer, as this tests 
quick recall



What the test looks like

• To ease into the test there will be 3 practice questions 

• For every question the answer left on the screen at the end of 6 
seconds will be submitted

• Between each question there will be a pause of 3 seconds



How it will be administered

• The test will be conducted 1:1 with a teacher to ensure they are fully 
concentrated

• The children will have a choice to type the answers themselves or for 
the teacher to type for them. No other interaction is permitted.

• Only in ‘significant circumstances’ can a child restart a test. These 
circumstances are IT issues or disruption/distraction

• 2 restarts are permitted giving a maximum of 3 attempts



Test period

• There will be a 2 week period in June for the children to complete the 
test. If an error occurs or illness prohibits the test being completed an 
additional week to complete the test is available. 

• After the test period is over the results will be released to the school

• Results will be fed back to parents by the end of the summer term



What happens after the test

• Schools can access provisional results on Monday 29 June, providing 
all pupils have completed the check and the headteacher’s
declaration form has been submitted. Further details will be provided 
in the MTC guidance on 23rd March

• Parents will be informed of their child’s performance

• DfE will not publish school-level results for the MTC in performance 
tables

• There will be a statistical publication of the MTC and results will be 
available to school in the 2020/21 autumn term. 



What we are doing at school
• Each week children are given a daily test of all times tables – random mix of 25 

questions and they are given 2 ½ minutes to complete.  The same test is repeated 
on each day of the week and progress monitored by children and teachers.

• Weekly times table testing on iPads using Times Table Rock Stars – will support 
accurate and quick typing skills

• Monitoring children’s progress over time – parents will be informed of progress at 
parents’ evenings.

• From Match 23rd we can access governments ‘Try out area’ for actual test 
practise.

• Children working significantly below Year 2 expectations, will be exempt from the 
test



What you can do at home
• Allow time for children to use the Times Tables Rock Stars app to practise 

all of the times tables

• Verbally practise times tables recall (without fingers) with your child – they 
just need to know them!

• Share any rhymes/tricks you have for QUICK RECALL of times tables

• Use a computer to allow quick and accurate typing skills

• Support your child with their maths homework and encourage them to give 
it in on time

• Make sure your children are in school as much as possible so they don’t 
miss out on valuable maths lessons (go on right up to the end of terms)

• Make sure your child is in school during the testing period.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents

