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Read the traditional tale The Elves and 

the Shoemaker.  

Story writing 

Year 1 In the story the elves do a really 

kind and thoughtful deed for the 

shoemaker. Write a thank you letter 

from the shoemaker to the elves. 

Imagine you are the shoemaker and 

think about how you would feel. 

Remember to include what you are 

saying thank you for and a good sign off! 

Year 2 Focus on the elves. Think of 

different characters from other stories 

who help others. Describe the qualities 

of a helpful character. Choose a helpful 

character to insert into the story instead 

of the elves. See if you can draw a story 

map with the new character. 

SPaG 

Year 1 “Their clothing is so ragged!”  

Can you think of different words to 

express the word underlined? Write a 

list. 

Year 2 Compound words are made up of 

two or more smaller words that are 

combined to make a new word with its 

own meaning e.g shoemaker. Read back 

through the story and circle all the 

compound words that you can find. 

Choose your favourite four and use 

them to write new sentences. 

 

Non-fiction links 

Year 1 Design and decorate a new shoe. 

Write a description using positional 

language e.g. The golden laces are 

looped through the lace holes. There is 

bright blue stitching at the top of the 

ankle. 

Year 2 Design and decorate a new shoe. 

Write a description using a variety of 

adjectives, verbs and adverbs. You may 

want the shoes to be magical! E.g. The 

sparkly shoes quickly took flight. 

 

 

English 
 

As part of the National Curriculum, 

children should be familiar with 

traditional stories and know their 

particular characteristics. We have 

chosen the story of The Elves and the 

Shoemaker, a story we have not done 

before in school. It is important to 

remind the children that one of the 

features of these stories is that they are 

not real, they are imaginary.  

Children who are in school have been 

given a home learning journal. If you do 

not have one then please use any paper 

you may have at home. 

 



 

Phonics and Reading 

Here are some websites, apps and videos 

for you to look through. 

 

Websites 

- Teach your monster to read 

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com

/ 

Website is free, just register! 

- Phonics Play 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

Free games. 

- Phonics Bloom 

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ 

Free games. 

- Oxford Owl 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 

Information and free e-books. 

 

 

 

 

 

Youtube videos 

- Mr Thorne – Geraldine the Giraffe 

- Epic Phonics – Tricky Words Song 

 

Apps 

- Mr Thorne – Geraldine’s Phonics Land 

- Mr Thorne – Phonics Safari 

- Hairy Letters 

- Read with Phonics 

- Twinkl Phonics 

 

 

Phonics and reading videos for parents 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-

more/parents/ 

 

Websites, 

Apps and 

Videos 


