
Poetry 
Competition 2020



What Is Poetry?

Poetry is written by a poet.

When a poet writes a poem, they try to get you to use 
your imagination or feelings when you are reading it.

They do this by thinking about what words mean and 
how they sound. 

The poet might change the order of words to make 
them sound a certain way.

Sometimes poems have rhyming words in them. 
Poetry is meant to be read out loud. 

Poet – someone who writes poetry



The Annual Aldryngton Poetry 
Performance Competition

Every year we have a Poetry Recital at the end 
of the Spring term. 
We would like you to enter this competition on 
behalf of your house.

You will need to choose a poem which you 
enjoy and learn it by heart so that you can 
perform it to your class. After a class heat the 
best performers will be put through to a second 
heat with other people from their area of the 
school.

The grand final will be on the last day of term. 



'Poetry is the sound of words in 

your ears, it’s the look of poets in 

motion and that can be you. Make 

your poems sing, whisper, shout 

and float. Let the words make the 

rhythm and give the viewers a buzz 

to see you.'

Michael Rosen



Michael Rosen
Michael Rosen (born 7 May 1946) is 

an English children's novelist and poet. He 

has written over 140 books. He was the fifth 

British Children’s Laureate from June 2007 

to June 2009. 

Many of his poems are about his life 

between the ages of about 2 and 12. These 

poems are in such books as:

Mind Your Own Business
Wouldn’t You Like To Know? 

Quick, Let’s Get Out of Here
You Wait Till I’m Older Than You (Puffin)

Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and 
Gravy



Benjamin Zephaniah
Benjamin Zephaniah is a British 

poet and writer. In 2008, he 

was voted one of Britain’s top 

50 contemporary writers.

He was born in Birmingham in 

April, 1958, the son of 

Caribbean immigrants. He was 

dyslexic, and left school at 13, 

as he couldn’t read or write.

His poetry is influenced by the street culture of Jamaica. 

His first performance was at age 10, and by 15, he was 

becoming well known as a poet and performer.



Kate Wakeling 

Kate Wakeling is musician, author and poet who has 

written many works for children, including a collection of 

poems called ‘Moon Juice.’

“I’ve always loved fiddling around with words, particularly 

playing about with 

the sounds of words. And I 

found my way into writing only 

after many years studying 

music, but I’ve always had my 

ears open to stories and 

poems. I’m delighted now to 

be a full-time writer.”



What to do now…
Choose your poem carefully and learn it by heart.

Think about how you will PERFORM it – the 
expression you will put into it, gestures or 
movement which you might add into it. You might 
wish to use props too.

Practise your poem at home so that you are ready 
for the class heats.

Remember that by entering the competition you 
will be able to earn points for your house!



Dates

English class heats: 24th Feb to 6th

March 

Team heats: week beginning 9th March 

Grand final: 3rd April 




