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4th September 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
 
American West Day  and PalaeoQuest Earth Science Workshops 
 
The Upper School children have two exciting enrichment days planned for the Autumn Term with visitors 
coming into school to provide workshops teaching about Native American traditions and fossils, these 
sessions will tie in with our geography and science topics. 
 
On Monday 10th September the children will have a day with ‘American West’, a group led by Alan 
Blackhorse Hull – this is a day which will introduce our term-long geography topic of ‘The Americas’. 
‘American West’ is an internationally acclaimed team of artistes who run workshops with demonstrations 
of Native American dances, music and talks about Native American culture and history. 
 
On Monday 12th November Upper School will have a visit from PalaeoQuest, who will be running a 
daylong workshop entitled ’Evolution and Inheritance’. This workshop follows on from work done this half 
term in Science where children will have been learning about a wide variety of fossils as well as learning 
about evolution of different species and how these evolved to suit certain conditions. The day will be an 
opportunity for the children to handle artefacts, take part in a variety of hands-on activities, 
demonstrations and games. To find out more about PalaeoQuest and the workshop, please have a look at 
their website at http://www.palaeoquest.co.uk/ 
 
Inevitably, there are costs to providing these opportunities which we would not otherwise be able to do.  
We therefore ask for a donation of £10.80 be made to help cover the costs involved. Under the Education 
Reform Act, the cost of the visit must be met by voluntary contributions.  The visit can only take place if 
the parents of all participating pupils are prepared voluntarily to meet the full costs.  There is no obligation 
to pay the voluntary contributions, but we must make it clear the activity will not take place if parents are 
reluctant to support it as there are no other funds available to finance the activity. 
 
We have a new online payment system in place for trips, workshops and DT projects etc. To make your 
payment please visit the PAYMENT section on your ParentMail home screen. If you do not wish to make 
payments online, you can continue to make cash payments at the school office. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
The Upper School Team 
 
 

http://www.palaeoquest.co.uk/

