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3rd May 2018 
 
Dear Parents 

 
Your governing body has been strategically reviewing the future of the school and taking into account the 
pressures and implications of the academy agenda. 
  
As you know, we have been looking into the academisation of schools, both nationally and locally, and the 
effects this might have on Aldryngton. An initial overview was provided at a Parents’ Information Evening in 
October.  
 

Currently, it is government policy to encourage schools to become an academy but not to force them. We 
have been advised by the Local Authority that:  
 

“there are 13 schools that have either applied or are in the process of preparing their application to become 
an academy. When this process has been completed approximately 50% of schools in the Borough will be 
Academies.” 
 

This, we feel, will have an impact on the ability of the Local Authority to support schools and provide a useful 
service in the future. 
 

The governing body and senior leadership team have visited local school settings, with differing academy 
styles, to obtain further information on the various options available. We have also been looking at our values 
and ethos to determine our ‘non-negotiables’ should we seek to join a local MAT (Multi Academy Trust).  
These are:

 Retain our autonomy including our own 
Headteacher 

 Retain our governing body 

 Similar ethos of child centred learning 

 Staff development 

 Financial stability 

 Limited distance  

 Collaborative learning opportunities 

 To allow easy travel between schools 

 
Determining the school’s future concerning academisation has generated a great deal of discussion due to 
the long-term implications of conversion. However, the school anticipates the process will ultimately bring 
benefits and enable the school to maintain its high quality of education. We feel that by making this decision 
now, we will be in control of the process of finding a Multi Academy Trust that will be able to provide us with 
good long term stability.  
 

Therefore, having considered all options, the governing body has agreed that Aldryngton Primary School 
should become an academy, once all due diligence has been carried out.  
 

The school will now look more closely at some potential settings, and, in line with two of our non-negotiable 
priorities, seek to develop some collaborative learning and professional development opportunities with 
other schools. 
 

Parents will be kept informed of the progress being made, but, as yet, there is no set deadline by which to 
proceed to the formal conversion stage. 
If you have any questions about the academisation process, in relation to Aldryngton, then please contact 
me via the school office. 

 
 
 
 
Ian Head 
Chair of Governors 


