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Purpose of this document 

This document sets out how Aldryngton Primary School provides support to ensure 

that children and young people who have special educational needs and/or 

disabilities can access an education which is inclusive and responsive to their 

individual needs.  It describes our graduated response to providing support which will 

enable all our pupils to succeed and have high aspirations.  

This document describes the national requirements introduced by The Children and 

Families Act 2014 and how Aldryngton Primary School will meet the requirements 

through the funding made available to us through our budget and through other 

funding streams.  It also sets out under what circumstances we would refer to the 

local authority for an Education, Health and Care needs assessment.   

This document does not replicate the legislation or the statutory guidance. 

Wokingham local authority has produced detailed documents which sit alongside this 

policy guidance and these are referred to within the text. 

Background 

The Children and Families Act 2014 

This Children and families act is wide ranging but this document is linked only to the 

areas which are about children and young people who have special educational 

needs/disability (SEND). The Act sets out a new context for ensuring that children 

and young people who have SEND are supported to access and benefit from the 

range of educational opportunities that are available, so that they are enabled to 

have fulfilling lives as members of their community.  The Act is supported by 

statutory guidance, ‘The Code of Practice: 0 to 25’ (CoP).  It is this guidance to which 

all local authorities, all publically funded early years and education settings, including 

academies and free schools, and a range of national and local NHS bodies must 

‘have regard’. 

The Children and Families Act has introduced a new statutory plan called an 

Education Health and Care (EHC) plan which has replaced Statements of SEN. The 

Act also introduces a single pre statutory stage called ‘SEN Support’ and this is 

relevant at all age levels and educational settings.  

What are schools required to do? 

Schools and governing bodies have responsibilities to ensure that they plan on the 

basis that, at all times, some individuals and groups of children/young people will be 

experiencing difficulties with learning.  At Aldryngton we follow the advice of the CoP 

to ensure that we follow a cycle of ‘assess, plan, do, review’ which leads to an ever 

increasing understanding of needs and how to address them.  This is known as the 

‘graduated response’. In addition, there are specific duties on us and our governing 

body to: 
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 publish information on the school website about the implementation of the 
governing body’s policy for pupils with SEN, 

 identify pupils with SEND, ensure parents are informed and provision is made 
in line with SEN and Disability Code of Practice and comply with Children and 
Families Act 2014 legislation 

 publish the SEND policy and the school’s Local Offer (in conjunction with 
parents, pupils and the Local Authority) on the school website and review 
regularly. 

 publish information on SEND funding and provision and monitor expenditure. 

 appoint an SEND governor and Special Educational Needs Coordinator 
(SENCO) (see SEN Regulations 2014), 

 maintain a current record of number of pupils with SEND, 

 ensure SEND provision is integrated into the school improvement plan. 

 monitor progress of SEND pupils and ensure provisions specified in 
Statements/EHC plans are in place, 

 keep under constant review the arrangements for pupils present and future 
with a disability, 

 admit all pupils who meet admissions criteria, whether or not they have 
SEND. 
 

The link between special educational needs and disability 

Many children and young people who have special educational needs may also have 

a disability. The Equality Act 2010 defines disability as ’…a physical or mental 

impairment which has a long term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to 

carry out normal day to day activities’.  In this context ‘long term’ means over a year 

and ‘substantial’ means ‘more than minor or trivial’.  This definition includes long 

term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, cancer and sensory 

impairments.  Many children and young people who have these medical/health 

conditions will not have special educational needs and their safe and full access to 

learning and progress will be covered by the duties set out in The Equality Act, 

including the requirement on all public bodies to make reasonable adjustments. 

This means that, where a child or young person has a disability, the way in which 

their needs are met will depend on the impact the disability has on their access to 

education.  If, with the appropriate non-discriminatory practices and reasonable 

adjustments, they can access education and make progress commensurate with 

their peers by accessing the resources ‘normally available’ to their educational 

setting, there will not be a need for them to be protected by an Education, Health and 

Care plan (EHC).  Some of these children and young people with long term health 

conditions should have a Health Plan which addresses their safety, health and 

wellbeing whilst in the early years, school or college setting. The Department for 

Education (DfE) have published new guidance, ‘Supporting pupils at school with 

medical conditions’ which can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-

medical-conditions 
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The school meets its statutory duties as outlined in its Local Offer, which can 

be accessed via the school’s website. It is reviewed annually and contains the 

following information: 

1. What needs can the school meet? 

2. How we identify pupils who are having difficulties with learning and/or special 

educational needs 

3. Involving parents in their child’s education 

4. Arrangements for consulting children and young people with SEN and involving 

them in their education 

5. How we assess and review progress 

6. Preparing for transition 

7. The approach to teaching children and young people with SEN and how 

adaptations are made to the curriculum and learning environment 

8. The expertise and training of staff to support children and young people with SEN, 

including how specialist support will be secured 

9. Evaluating the effectiveness of our provision 

10. Inclusive practice 

11. The social and emotional development of our pupils 

12. Working with other professionals and practitioners 

13. Arrangements for handling complaints about SEN provision 

How funding is made available to school to meet the needs of pupils who have 

special educational needs at SEN Support stage 

Our school receives funding through a formula basis using indicators agreed by the 

School Forum. This funding, which is known as elements 1 and 2 allows us to meet 

the needs of a wide range of pupils who have special educational needs including 

those who require up to six thousand pounds of individual support. Further 

information on funding for SEN can be found in the document ‘Funding to Support 

Learners who have Special Educational Needs’. 
Whilst elements 1 and 2 will meet the needs of most children and young people with 

special educational needs in our school, those with the most exceptional needs may 

require additional funding.  This funding stream is called Element 3 or ‘top up’ and 

comes from a funding stream which is part of The High Needs Block held by the 

local authority on behalf of pupils and students in Wokingham aged 0-25. This 



Aldryngton Primary School Policy C6 Special Educational Needs and Disability 

 

Page 6 of 13 
 

funding, which provides resources to an Education Health and Care plan can also be 

accessed through the exceptional needs funding mechanism. 

Exceptional Needs Funding 

 Wokingham has developed an Exceptional Needs funding model which can provide 

the additional resources to meet learning needs in mainstream settings.   Aldryngton 

is part of the Earley cluster of schools who discuss individual cases where the 

schools feels that the support needs for that pupil are exceptional. We also use our 

cluster meetings as a professional support forum to share ideas and expertise about 

how different approaches, provisions and interventions could be used effectively. 

We would apply for this funding stream particularly where the learning needs of the 

child/young person are exceptional but do not require a special school or significant 

levels of intervention from health or social care. Further information about 

exceptional needs funding can be found in the document ‘Exceptional needs funding:  

Procedures and guidance’ 

When would school ‘refer to the Local Authority’? 

 ‘Referring a child to the local authority’ means that the person who submits the 

referral believes that the child’s needs are so complex that they cannot be met from 

the resources which are normally available to a school. In the past any child who 

underwent a statutory assessment may have received a Statement of SEN which set 

out their needs, the targets they needed to achieve and the resources which would 

be provided to help them achieve them.  The Children and Families Act has replaced 

Statements of SEN for any new referrals from September 2014 with a new process 

called Education, Health and Care needs assessments.  These needs assessments 

may result in an Education Health and Care Plan. 

Education, Health and Care plans are required by those pupils/students: 

 where the resources required to meet their special educational needs, cannot 

reasonably be provided from the resources normally available to mainstream 

providers and 

 who have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of 

others of the same age 

 

Low attainment does not automatically indicate a need for an EHC needs 

assessment as the progress made may still represent adequate progress relative to 

the child/young person’s ability. 

 

When they receive a referral all local authorities are expected to consider 

 

 
‘-whether there is evidence that, despite the early years, school or post-16 

institution has taken relevant and purposeful action to identify and meet the 

special educational needs of the child or young person, the child or young 

person has not made expected progress.’ 

Code of Practice (2014) 9.14 
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In all circumstances the school will ensure that, prior to submitting a referral to 

the local authority it has: 

 used all the resources available within the last 12 months 

 made any appropriate health referrals 

  IEPs/provision plans which are relevant to the presenting need. Targets are 

SMART, reviewed and show progression. 

 made provision which is appropriate to the child, young person and specific 

to them/ their needs 

 made provision which has been  evidence based and cost effective 

 undertaken an assessment of unmet needs where appropriate 

 fully and appropriately involved parents? 

 involved relevant professionals/practitioners have been involved in the last 

12 months 

 evidenced that their advice/strategies being followed and evaluated 
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Appendix A - Sample SEN Support Plan 

 

SEN Support Plan 
 

An SEN School Support plan is for a pupil whose special 

educational needs are recognised and for whom the financial 

resources can be met within the budgets available to schools 

Child/young person 

Surname 
Other names 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
Date of birth 
 
Language at 
home 
 
Religion 
 

  
 
 

[Child / young person’s chosen 
picture] 

 

I’m Bob Smith and I want to be 
a footballer when I leave school  

 
 

Child/ young  person’s parent/s or person responsible 
 

 

Address As above Relationship to 
Child/young 
person 

 

Telephone  mobile  

email  
 

Best time for 
contact 

 Best method of 
contact 

Mobile 

 

This is Me 

My friends say that I am good at football   
 
My teachers say that I am kind, good at running and I always do my best  
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What I want to do/be in the future 

I want to be a footballer  
 

Things I am good at 

I’m good at sport and making things in DT and art   
 

Things I find Difficult 

I struggle to remember instructions and organise myself when starting a task. 

I forget things I have learnt and need to keep doing them over and over. 

I find it difficult to concentrate and focus I lessons especially those when I have to sit 
still  
 

How I liked to be helped 

 Give me one instruction at a time. 

 To have a starting your work check list  

 To have movement breaks  

 Repeating key learning in practical ways    

What is important to me now and in the future 

To always try my hardest using the help I’m given  
 
To have the chance to be the best at something – like my football  
 
If this section has been completed by or with someone else please fill in the details below 

Name  Relationship Parents 

Name  Relationship SENCo 

Name  Relationship EP 
 

What Bob’s family think is important now and in the future 

Bob’s parents want him to be happy and healthy, have fun and make friends and 
have achieve success.  
In the future they want him to have as a minimum life skills that enable him to be 
independent and secure employment. 
 
 

What others think is important for Bob now and in the future 

We want Bob to make good academic progress in the core subjects   
We want Bob to develop effective strategies to address his ADHD  
We want Bob to be able to transition in to school and make friends. 

 

Why additional support is needed – strengths and difficulties 

Summary:  
Bob has special educational needs in relation to a diagnosis of ADHD with the 
associated difficulties with concentration and focus which particularly impacts on his 
learning in maths. 
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He has a good circle of friends and is skilled in most aspects of physical education. 
Bob is a valued classroom monitor and playground helper.  
 

Cognition and Learning  
Strength:  
Bob is inquisitive and fascinated in things. 
Bob is interested in learning. 

 
Needs:  
To develop his ability to focus for increasing lengths of time.  
To develop his organisational skills  

 
Communication and Interaction 
Strengths: 
Bob responds well to simple instructions  
He is able to work as part of a small group with some support  
 
Needs:  
To follow increasingly complex instructions  
To develop his ability to work as a small group independently 
 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
Strengths:  
Bob is sociable and helpful 
He likes to be involved and given jobs/responsibility 

 
Needs:  
Bob finds it difficult to share with others on the playground 
 

Sensory and/or Physical 
Strengths:  
Bob has very good gross motor skills 

 
Needs: 
His fine motor skills need developing to help improve his letter formation  
 

 

The outcomes we want to achieve 

 
1. Bob to develop his ability to focus for increasing lengths of time.  
2. To develop his organisational skills 
3. To follow increasingly complex instructions  
4. To develop his ability to work as a small group independently 
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Key people involved within school 

 Support Assistant  

 Class Teacher  

 SENCO  

 Head Teacher  

 

The person responsible in school for monitoring this provision 

Learning on a daily basis Class Teacher 

Responsible for support and additional 
provision 

SENCO 
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The outcomes we want to see this year 

 What we want to achieve 

and what success will look 

like 

What approaches will be used Provision 

In order to achieve this NAME will 

need…… 

1 Bob to develop his ability to focus 
for increasing lengths of time 
from X minutes to X minutes   

 Use of sand timer of varying sizes 

 Use of movement breaks  

 Use of fiddle toy when listening to instructions in 
particular  

  

 TA support in core subject lessons  

 Equipment as listed  

 Reward system for success 

2 To develop his organisational 

skills. Bob will be able to start 

most tasks within  

 Use of ‘getting started’ prompt card  

 Things I need list on table top  

 ‘Ready station’ at home by the front door  

 Use of a homework diary 

  

 Adult to monitor homework diary 

 Equipment as listed  

3 To follow increasingly complex 
instructions formed of two simple 
elements   

  Breaking complex instructions down into smaller 
sections  

 Repeat back instructions to an adult or work partner 

 Adult support at the start of a task  

 Use of a whiteboard to jot down key 
points  

 A highlighter to identify key words in 
printed instructions 

   

4 To develop his ability to work as 

a small group independently 

initially with one partner up to 

four individuals 

 Bob to be  provided with clear success criteria  

 He is to be placed in groups with good role models  

   

 Adult support initially  

 Careful planning of work groups by the 

teacher / adult   
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When this Agreement will be reviewed 

Outcomes will be reviewed termly with changes made where required.  The 
Agreement will be reviewed in full annually. 

 

Signatures 

 Signature Date 

Child/Young person  
 

 

Parent/s  
 

 

 
 

 

School  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


