
                               Middle School General Information 2015-16 
 
Lining up 
The Middle School classes line up by the side of the ICT suite.   
 
Reading - Independence with changing reading book 
Though children will read individually on occasions at school, most of the teaching of reading 
will occur in guided reading groups.  It is important that your child continues to read aloud at 
home as often as possible.  A reading record book will be provided, which we encourage you to 
complete with us.  
 
Homework and Reading 
Mathematics and English homework is given on Fridays and should be returned by the following 
Thursday.  Your child should spend about 30 minutes on each subject and we are grateful for 
your comments if help is given. There will be two homework folders; one for each subject. 
Children are also expected to read aloud for at least ten minutes, three times a week. Reading 
records are checked on Friday mornings and children receive a star on the reading chart in their 
classroom and bonus table points are given for more than three reads.  Please sign the reading 
record each time you hear your child read. Certificates are given at the end of each half term for 
those children who gain a star for each week of the term. 
 
Setting 
Middle School children are taught English and Mathematics in groups which are set according to 
ability, prior assessments and maturity.  The rest of the curriculum is taught in home classes. 
 
Lunchtime 
The morning session ends at 12.15pm. The KS2 classes take turns to go for lunch. At playtimes 
and lunchtime the children will have access to the adventure playground and tyre park on a rota 
system. 
 
Equipment 
Your child will need to bring their PE kit (each item named, in a named bag) on Monday and 
take it home on Friday. Tracksuit trousers and trainers are recommended for outdoor PE. Middle 
school PE days are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, but there may be other occasions when 
children will need their kit. 
 
Each child needs a named painting apron in school.  This can be any old shirt or T-shirt to cover 
their school uniform. 
 
Children find it helpful to have their own named pencil case with a few useful items such as 
pencils, rubber, sharpener, colours and ruler.   
 
Our cloakroom space is very limited, so we do not allow backpacks.  The red reading folders 
which the children have used in Lower School are perfectly adequate for reading books and 
homework folders. 
 
 
As in Lower School, the children are encouraged to bring a healthy snack to school for playtime, 
as well as a named bottle of drinking water. (To be taken home regularly) 
 
Rewards and Sanctions 
Early in September classes will be discussing the school rules, and each class will devise their 
own set of class rules.   
 
'Golden Time' operates in much the same way as in Lower School and takes place on Friday 
mornings. 
 



Undesirable behaviour which persists after an initial warning, results in the loss of five minutes 
of Golden Time.  
 
Table of the Week 
Children earn table points for working hard and the winning table have a trophy. They will also 
choose the next week’s Golden Time activity for the class. 
 
Child of the week 
We also have ‘child of the week’ when the pupil is given a special cushion to sit on and a soft 
toy, to either take home or kept at school, for that week.  The cushion and toy are handed back 
on Friday for the next child to receive. 
 
Merit stickers for excellent work or behaviour are awarded in Middle School Assembly on a 
Friday. 
 
Individual teachers may have other reward systems in addition to the above. 
 
 
Parent Helpers 
We would be delighted to hear from any parents who are able to offer support to our classes. If 
you are able of offer 30 minutes to hear children read on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 
8.50am we would be very grateful.  Please come and tell us how you would like to help. 
 
Communication 
Please talk to us if you wish to discuss anything, now or in the future.  We will contact you 
promptly should concerns arise.  The end of the school day is most convenient - if you can't get 
into the Middle School building, just knock on the window! 
 
 
  
The Middle School Team 


